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Notice of the Annual General Meeting 2014
AUSTRALIAN SURF ROWERS LEAGUE INC
Annual General Meeting 2014
AGENDA
Venue: Elouera SLSC, New South Wales
Saturday 19th July 2014 commencing at 10:00 am
BUSINESS
9:30 am

Electronic voting will open for 30 minutes on the floor of the meeting for any member who
has not already posted an electronic vote

10:00 am President to open the meeting
Attendance book and apologies.
1.

To confirm and adopt the minutes of the 2013 annual general meeting

2.

To deal with business arising out of the previous minutes

3.

To deal with any relevant correspondence

4.

Presentation of Annual Report

5.

Treasurers Report and presentation of the Audited Financial Statement

6.

Election of Office Bearers for the 2014-2015 Season

7.

Deal with any Notice of Motion(s)

8.

Election of Hall of Fame (HoF) committee (4 required from existing HoF members). Nominations
will be accepted up until the call to ballot at the AGM

9.

Hall of Fame (HOF) Report by HOF committee

10.

Setting of fees for the 2014-2015 season

11.

General Business of an urgent nature for which correct notice has been provided

The ASRL will provide a light snack lunch and the Bar will open at the conclusion of the meeting
OPEN FORUM:
At the completion of the AGM an open forum will be held where members from the floor may raise any
issue for debate.
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The Committee 2013-2014

Position

Holder

President

Bert Hunt

Secretary

Rod Costa

Treasurer

Don Alexander

Vice Presidents

Stephen Blewett, Don Cotterill, Geoff Matthews,
Mick Lang, James McLaughlin, Grant Wilkinson
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President’s Report
Bert Hunt
It is with pleasure I present to you the Annual Report for the season just past. At the outset I want to
make special mention of Don (Bristles) Alexander, one of the rocks that the ASRL stand on. Bristles, in
his role as Treasurer, works tirelessly and selflessly for the benefit of every rower in the country. His
attention to detail with our finances is exemplary and his straight shooting advice is always full of
common sense.
This season has been another with some very tough challenges for the committee to deal with. On the
outside members could be forgiven for thinking that we are just a body looking after the interests of boat
rowers, whatever that means. Maybe running a major event called the ASRL Open and playing around
with a few other things. We wish it was that simple. Over my computer alone I have had to deal with in
excess of 4000 emails inbound and 4000 outgoing during this season. Then add those other emails
going directly to the secretary, treasurer and committee members, plus the many hundreds of phone
calls and you start to gain some insight into what it means to serve on the ASRL committee. To each of
my committee members my sincere thanks for your support and for continuing to give freely of your
time to represent the greater membership.
Of all the issues taking our attention this season, far and away the most pressure came out of the
Helmet issue. We understand that if we assemble 100 people in a room and ask their opinion, we will
get almost 100 different opinions and attitudes. We also understood right from the beginning that the
SLSA Board policy was a line in the sand decision and it wasn’t going to change. Over the course of
this debate we have run every sensible argument past SLSA in trying to ensure that if we are to shift
further toward safety for members, it works for us as best it can. We are very confident that in staying
close to the management at SLSA we have achieved the best outcomes for the rowers of Australia.
We have prevailed with SLSA to introduce the new Surf Hazard Rating system into boat competition for
this coming season. Much work has gone into the development of this new system and we thank the
instigators and developers of the system, Mr Gary McCoy and Neville de Mestre of Bond University.
Many boat members and officials around the States worked very hard in the testing and collecting stage
of the new system that has been ongoing this last season. This SHR is a major step forward in allowing
our officials some degree of consistency in understanding the effect of the prevailing conditions on our
racing boats.
A recent change is that Peter Hickey of HSM has resigned from his marketing sponsorship role with the
ASRL. Peter has been working for the ASRL in this role for 17 years and he goes of his own accord.
To the sponsors that continue to make a lot of what we do achievable, we are forever in your debt. We
simply couldn’t deliver most of our program in youth development, coaching, national meetings,
interstate teams, national teams, media exposure, state rowing body support and much more without
your continuing financial input.

page 3

President’s Report
Bert Hunt


The Royal Australian Navy and Defence Force Recruiting - our partnership is as strong as ever
and we are just in the middle of re-signing to work together again for the coming season.
Something for members to understand is that sitting behind all those newspaper, radio and
television news stories is a professional media organisation provided by DFR to support this
sponsorship. When the local paper rings your crew and asks to come down and take a photo, it
is coming off the back of a news release organised as part of this package. Each season, the
dollar value of this form of press exposure directly to surf boats (and subsequently to Surf
Lifesaving) runs between $1 to 1.5M - more exposure for our sport than any other form at any
level. I can assure our good friends at both Navy & DFR that your support is well understood
and we look forward to a long partnership into the future.



Staminade - has been a supporting sponsor now for many seasons and this support comes in
the form of dollars as well as product that many east coast clubs have benefited from.



Schick – another supporting sponsor providing the opportunity for us to produce some of our
Television packages.



Dial Before You Dig - have been and continue to be great sponsors of surf boats in NSW, now
directly supporting some 7 surf clubs along the length on the NSW coast. DBYD joined the
ASRL last season to again allow us to present our television program.



Destination NSW - has been strongly on side in support of the ASRL Open and your crew entry
numbers have justified this partnership. We are bringing a lot of bed nights into regional NSW
and the returning sponsorship is allowing us to present a great on-beach event



City of Newcastle – We enjoyed wonderful support from council in presenting the recent ASRL
Open event.



Navy Health – this was another new sponsor that provided solid support for us during the
season.

We have just completed a three year stint of the ASRL Open at Stockton beach. Each year we learnt a
little more and hopefully provided a great example of how to run a terrific boat event. We can’t say
enough to thank Rhonda Scruton, the CEO of Hunter Branch and her Board and Staff. It was an
absolute pleasure working with such a professional body of SLS administrators for whom nothing was
too difficult. To Callan Nickerson President at Stockton Surf Club and his team - again wow! What a
good job. You have all set the bar pretty high, which is a great result. Internally we must acknowledge
and thank Frank Veltman who has made the job of Event Director his. Frank works closely with the
organising club, branch and council for a full twelve months leading into this event and the seamless
end result can, in large part, be credited to the work Frank does behind the scenes.
Shellharbour here we come in February 2015. Frank and Bristles have already been to meet with the
club and start the process all over again, so we can all be sure another great experience at the Open
awaits us at Shellharbour.
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President’s Report
Bert Hunt
The ASRL Website has been completely rebuilt and relaunched in July this year. We again
acknowledge and thank the wonderful support we receive from Perry Brennan, our Webmaster and
importantly, our friend. The plan is to make the site a lot more interactive, providing users the
opportunity to upload video and photos that will become the focus of member commenting and voting.
The old Chat Forum has gone and been replaced by a more information-based Billboard. If you want to
sell something, advertise for a rower or provide information on upcoming events or information, this
section is for you. For those that want to chat we have made the Facebook connection a priority as this
is where the vast majority of members are currently found. Sport can’t continue to have its mother ship
media outlet, in our case the Website, being used to undermine either the product or make sponsors
nervous. One only need look at the speed with which some other sports are now reacting to anything
adverse by participants to understand that we are all in a much more exposed position. The Chat
Forum has in past served us well, but time to let go and move on.
On behalf of all rowers I thank our loyal band of officials. You stick to us through it all and I do wonder
and worry for the future when I look at how few new starters we seem to be attracting to assist in this
most important role. Also to all the Water Safety people around the country, we can’t enjoy our sport
without you and we only wish we could do more to say thank you to both the Officials and Water Safety
people out there.
I have been on a mission for the last few years to understand what is happening to the decreasing
numbers in our sport. It is complex, it is community based and not just surf or boat specific, but we do
have things we can do together to make a difference. If every club with a surf boat in Australia made
the effort to introduce just 1 new age division crew and one new sweep this season, our problem would
be fixed. We have over 300 surf clubs so even if one third of them achieve this challenge, we will have
introduced 100 new crews and 100 new sweeps to our sport. Unfortunately that is just the start, the
challenge after that is to not lose any of our current crews and sweeps. It is little understood, but just in
the boats we are turning over roughly one third (or 800 rowers) of our membership each year. This isn’t
sustainable long term, with all the other sporting and social options available to our members.
How we fix this bit isn’t so easy, but for our part it is to look at the way we run events. Make them
different, make them fun, make them shorter in time, start to really engage with the competitors and
understand what it is they are involved in the sport for. Yes some will want nothing but competition and
to win, however on the known statistics, the vast majority want other things. They want friendship, fun,
fitness first and foremost - and endless competition is at the bottom of the scale. Balance is the key
word here and in most cases and in most locations we haven’t achieved this just yet. Finally on this
topic, the other big issue which is harder for us to control is the long list of regulations (read turn-offs)
that the sport of Surf Lifesaving puts in our way. Work has started in chipping away at this and this
season, most if not all States will be attempting to run “come and try days” for non-club members. The
system exists to allow this to happen, so it is up to us to make it happen.
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President’s Report
Bert Hunt
As a committee we still have much to do and this season we will be continuing to develop:


the Southern States Youth Stampede which is to be held at Lorne in January;



working closely with SLSA on the development of an entirely new Coaching and Assessment
delivery plan;



the coaching accreditation will have a significant online component;



the further development of the SHR system along with incident data collection to enable us to
look at the next stage in the safety development. This will allow us all to understand the
number of actual incidents and relate those against the SHR at the timeline then interconnect
any injury results, so that we can develop a true safety policy based on actual information; and



rolling out specific coaching courses in conjunction with each of the State rowing groups.

I take the opportunity to thank Graham Ford, President of SLSA, and Greg Nance CEO SLSA, for the
open-door policy they have shown to me and the ASRL, via the SBC agreement. We have travelled a
pretty rough road as we worked our way through the Helmet debate, where many times all
communication between SLSA and the boat rowers could have been scuttled. It has been level heads
and an ability to work on the solutions together that has seen us all reach the outcomes we currently
have. It is always easy to be the critic if you don’t have to bear the consequences, so to SLSA we can
say our committee did understand, and equally you took the time to listen to what we were saying.
Finally, to you the member, I thank you for your continuing support throughout the season. Being
President of the ASRL is a big job, it takes an enormous amount of time, but for the most part it is
rewarding to be achieving our goals. You are well served by a committed and knowledgeable
committee that is not frightened to speak out or state an opinion. Our committee debate is at times
spirited, but always well-meaning, and on most things I hope we get it right. Another season is just
around the corner and we look forward to again working for you all this coming year.

Bert Hunt, President ASRL in discussion with Vice Admiral Ray Griggs, Chief of
Navy, Graham Ford, President SLSA and Martin Holzberger, Warrant Officer
Royal Australian Navy, at the Open.
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Secretary’s Report
Rod Costa
Again we had a good cross section with Committee representation from all major states throughout the
country. Reflecting on the past season we had a very testing year for our committee with many hurdles
to overcome and a lot of tough decisions to be made. The ASRL Committee has grown into a huge
operation and considering it is still all voluntarily run, it is a credit to the Executive and 6 Vice
Presidents, who are mostly all still actively involved with sweeping or coaching crews, that they are able
to dedicate the time required.
Over the past season I attended ASRL events all over Australia. The major ones are listed below:
2012-13 AGM – South Port SA
George Bass Marathon - NSW
Triple Crown Rd 1 - Anglesea VIC
Triple Crown Rd 2 - Surfers Paradise QLD
Triple Crown Rd 3 - North Steyne NSW
Youth Stampede - Robe SA
Manly Navy Carnival - NSW
ASRL Navy Open - Stockton NSW
SLSA Australian Titles - Scarborough WA
Meeting with SLSA - Roseberry NSW
May Conference - Coogee NSW
These combined with all Victorian Carnival’s from Port Fairy to Seaspray, meeting minutes, emails,
letters, phone hook-ups, etc: contribute to what one would call “a heavy workload.” My wife Karen
travelled with me to the majority of the above and I thank her for her input. Fortunately Karen enjoys
“Surf Boat Rowing” as much as I do. The great variety of people you meet and friends you make
amongst our membership make it all worthwhile.
Again I encourage all members to utilize “social media”. Our website “www.asrl.com.au” has been
upgraded to the latest software which will be of benefit to you, the boat rower. Thanks to our
“webmaster” Perry Brennan who performed the upgrade required with a minimum of downtime.
Communication is essential in today’s society so get yourself on-line and involved. ASRL also have a
face book site, as do the lady rowers.
Your current President, Treasurer and Vice-Presidents are tireless workers and as per the new
Constitution only three of them are up for re-election. It is extremely important that we have your up to
date contact details particularly email address so that we can communicate with you. All members with
a valid email address should have received an online voting token allowing them to cast their vote.
Four candidates have nominated for the three Vice President’s positions. We successfully sent out
1,890 “Invitation to Vote” token emails. Let’s hope we have had a great response from members in the
elections this season.
I look forward to next year in serving you the surf boat rowers in what will be some very exciting times,
judging by the direction we are heading.
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Treasurer’s Report
Don Alexander
This report covers the period 1 May 2013 to 30 April 2014.
Our cash and cash equivalents were $57,940, total assets of $125,139; with nil liabilities. Our total
member funds were $125,139 at the end of our financial year; almost exactly the same as the previous
period. Our income totalled $551,061 and our expenditure $551,842, showing a loss for the year of
$781, which was in line with budget forecasts.
The bulk of our sponsorship income came from our major sponsor, the Navy. The relationship
continues a wonderful partnership between the two groups and is epitomised in the catchphrase “Navy,
The Team Works”. We are fortunate to have such an iconic organisation backing surf rowers
throughout Australia and we thank them for their continued support.
TV production income was provided by three companies: Staminade, Schick and Dial Before You Dig.
The Navy Launch at Surfers Paradise was supported by the Surfers Paradise Alliance.
Navy Health joined us for the season and we thank them for their support.
Our relationship with Destination New South Wales continues to strengthen due to the fantastic support
that we receive from our members, their families and club members. They certainly appreciate the
numbers that attend the ASRL/Navy Open and we look forward to working with them in the future.
The Navy 100 Years was the event celebrating 100 years of Navy in Australia, which was a spectacular
week of naval activity on Sydney Harbour, culminating on the Saturday evening with a spectacular
fireworks and aerial show on the harbour which was televised throughout Australia.
Our expenses stayed in control, which is pleasing when considering the many different areas of
expenditure that take place throughout the 12 months of trading. I’m pleased to say that our
organisation remains in good financial health and with the indication that most of our sponsors will be
with us again for the 2014-2015 season, we look forward to being able to support the continued
promotion and development of the sport throughout Australia.
Income

2013-2014

2012-2013

2011-2012

Sponsorship

325,000

294,200

304,000

Membership

80,612

146,376

84,973

Bank Interest

6,749

10,819

8,013

TV Production

90,000

33,000

Navy Launch

30,000

Navy 100 Years

18,700

Surf Boat Committee

6,000

Sundry Income

1,500

137

$491,895

$397,123

Total

$551,061
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Treasurer’s Report
Don Alexander
Expenditure

2013-2014

2012-2013

2011-2012

14,593

14,531

14,637

26,818

38,791

44,346

37,609

29,055

12,854

23,901

14,460

Marketing
State Contribution
State Team Travel Allowance

46,700

States Special Draw
Interstate Team Gear

22,677

States Fuel Allowance

2,449

Australian Team Travel

10,319

Co-ordinator Subsidy

10,585

145

289

7,862

51,522

SurfVest

33,617

131,837

Navy Launch

23,947

22,475

Navy 100 Years

17,000

Host Club Reimbursement

61,108

Navy Clothing

49,137

20,018

64,120

Event Signage

2,681

5,986

Hire of Plant and Equipment

1,802

Insurance
Legal and Accounting

1,136

1,136

1,136

500

500

210

Freight

1,109

Membership Reimbursement

1,236

675
51,000

Sponsorship Commission

85,000

61,910

TV Production

95,000

75,000

Triple Crown

78,341

Clothing

1,918

Young Guns Travel
Youth Stampede
Web Management

1,250

7,745

10,012

13,727

6,082

4,924

Best of the Boats

4,257
3,070

Medals and Trophies

691

Coaching Courses

11,654

Miscellaneous
Printing and Stationary

315

Secretary Expenses

9,457

3,930

66

1,211

1,631

730

309

480

1301

24,275

21,853

15,848

$551,842

$580,634

$328,497

($781)

($88,739)

$68,626

ASRL Meeting Expenses
Total Expenses

2,477

Net Surplus / (Deficit)
.
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Vice President’s Report
Don Cotterill
On behalf of the six Vice Presidents I’d like to thank the rowers for their support. Again this year you
have been represented from around the country. Although this is not constituted, it’s pleasing to see
that the members see the value in voting in a VP from all the major surf boat rowing States.
Western Australia

James McLaughlin

Victoria

Geoff Matthews, Stephen Blewett

NSW

Grant Wilkinson, Mick Lang

Queensland

Don Cotterill

Having representation like this allows for good communication from the National Body back to the
States and even more importantly allows the rowers access to the ASRL through contact with your
State VPs. South Australia doesn’t miss out with Treasurer Don Alexander from that State and we have
key people in Tasmania that we can call on. We have also had contact again from Northern Territory
as they attempt to grow the sport in Darwin and Gove. Please use your VPs to get yourself heard as
we value your feedback and can guarantee that we don’t have all the great ideas nor do we always
have the answers but with your help we can steer our sport in the best direction.
We have been looking at the big picture and under the Presidency of Bert Hunt working towards making
our sport more accessible to all. Pulling some of the SLS barriers down is not easy but we see it to be
the only way forward and we will continue to knock on the door. Getting people into a surf boat to try it
out before they have to make all the commitments that are involved in joining a club is a key focus.
At the end of the day it takes an individual to put 4 kids keen and into a boat or a sweep to mentor and
train a new sweep. We could turn the ship around if individuals amongst us act and do the local thing to
grow the national scene. If you are that person let us know and we will support your efforts at the grass
roots.
As your state VP will tell you we have a huge agenda and workload at the ASRL and I thank my fellow
committee members for their efforts this season. We are a tight bunch and have worked well as a
committee this season and for the majority of us that continues into next season. The job satisfaction is
seeing the improvements made, no matter big or small, the record numbers attending the ASRL Open
and the fun that comes with being involved with surf boats. We are all volunteers and sweeps and
rowers ourselves and are in our positions because we love surf boats and want to put something back in.
On a personal note I had the privilege of rowing the George Bass Surf boat Marathon this year with my
mates. It’s a great event along some of the best coastline in Australia and we saw everything from
flying fish hitting one of the Tathra rowers mid race to Southerly busters that beat us up. If you haven’t
done the event, do yourself a favour, it’s the last great surf boat adventure and takes you back to the
days of rowing where it was about making friends and having fun, not to mention how tough it is
physically and mentally.
Good luck for the upcoming season.
Regards
Don Cotterill
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ASRL Open Stockton 2014
Frank Veltman
It is with pleasure that I once again submit this report to the members of the ASRL.
In 2013 I wrote that the ASRL Open was the best Open I have been involved in. Well I have to say that
2014 eclipsed that event. Although the entries were slightly down on the previous year the event
exceeded our expectations. We had record number of Officials who came from various States from
around Australia. Again the support from the Newcastle community was outstanding. Also the work
that the Hunter SLS, Stockton SLSC and the City of Newcastle did leading up to the event allowed us to
stage by far the most problem free carnival that the ASRL has put on. There were a lot of changes from
the previous year and access to parking was a big plus for competitors and visitors. As well the
positioning of the market stalls was an absolute winner. As far as the event, we had excellent
conditions throughout the weekend. The surf provided challenges for all crews and the skills of our
sport were on show each day. The finals without doubt were the highlight.
Again in 2014 we also put in place a very mobile competition area under the guidance of Michael
McDermott and Don Cotterill working with a well-qualified Carnival Safety Official. The weather
conditions did play a part especially on the Sunday and with Mick Lang, our referee in control,
adjustments were made to give the competitors the best possibility of having fair racing. I believe we
members of the ASRL must again relay a big thanks to the Stockton club led by Callan Nickerson who
after previous years of improvement set an even high standard which will be the benchmark for any
future ASRL Opens. The IRB crews led by Nigel Penn did a marvellous job. The problems we had in
the previous years were not evident.
The program for the weekend went extremely well. Fridays Masters, Reserves and the U23 program
went off without a hitch. One thing with the Masters we should review is that medals should not be
given out unless there are 3 or more crews competing in that division. I understand that it’s great to
have participation but I think it tends devalue the value of winning a medal at such a prestigious event.
The Interstate program has grown in stature and to see the efforts some teams went to motivate their
competitors was inspiring. Also the passion shown by the competitors on the day says that we have a
highly respected interstate competition. Also the Battle of the Ditch was a tremendous success and you
only had to look at the pride that competitors had representing their country to know that this event is
very prestigious.
The racing program for the rest of Saturday went relatively smooth. Sundays Finals saw a change in
conditions which was testing for the crews and officials. There was a delay leading into the late finals
and adjustments were made to the course. This I felt was an indication that instead of worrying about
the finishing times of the program Mick allowed the adjustments to give the crews the best and fairest
conditions. The racing in the Finals was without doubt the best I have seen with no crew a certainty to
win. In fact in the Open final I think the lead changed 4 times.
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ASRL Open Stockton 2014
Frank Veltman
One cannot forget the work that the stalwarts from the Stockton club and the Hunter District throughout
the weekend and again Callan Nickerson, President Stockton SLSC and Rhonda Scruton CEO Hunter
SLS with their back up teams need to be congratulated. To Mick Lang, I had the pleasure of
communicating with him leading up to the Open and his calmness in handling difficult decision making
is a credit to him. As well I must thank Don “Bristles” Alexander, Bert Hunt and the whole committee
who were supportive and also prepared to back some new innovations, The Navy who behind the
scenes through Don Hogarth did a huge amount of PR work and also got involved with the setup and
ongoing running of the event. It was great to have the representation from SLSA especially President
Graham Ford who was there at the Officials function and the Event. We cannot thank the Navy enough
and having Vice Admiral Ray Griggs Chief of Staff at the Navy Open was a real bonus. In watching the
telecast of the Open I would have to say that we have taken a huge leap forward. Not to be to critical
maybe SLSA Aussie Titles should take note.
Finally, after some years of having critics from certain states and people it was a pleasure for me to
walk away from an event and not have any negative feedback. The challenge will be to take it to a new
venue but I am positive that with the people involved at Shellharbour we will produce a magnificent
Navy ASRL Open in 2015.
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ASRL-Navy Open Results 2014
st

Division

1

2

nd

rd

3

Open Men

Bulli Gold

Elouera Wilko

Kurrawa Storm

Open Women

Helensville Stanwell Park

Kurrawa Krankitz

Bilgola Gold

Reserves

Elouera Squidgy

Kurrawa Thunda

Palm Beach Persuaders

U23 Men

Collaroy Knights

Tannum Sands Gorlocks

Bulli Ban Speedos

U23 Women

North Cottesloe
Westerfeld

Austinmer Blue

Wollongong City
VicOARious

U19

Bulli Gold

Mona Vale Rude Dudes

Tannum Sands Trojans
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ASRL-Navy Open Results 2014
ASRL/SLSA Surf Boat Interstates
st

nd

Division

1

2

Open Men

Qld

Vic

Open Women

Vic

Reserves
U23 Men

rd

th

th

th

4

5

6

NSW

SA

WA

Tas

WA

NSW

Qld

SA

Tas

NSW

Qld

WA

Vic

SA

Tas

NSW

WA

SA

Tas

Vic

Qld

WA

NSW

Qld

Vic

Tas

SA-DQ

U19

NSW

WA

Vic

Tas

Qld

SA

Relay

NSW

WA

SA

Qld

Tas

Vic-DQ

NSW-43

WA-37

Qld-27

Vic-23

SA-19

Tas-15

U23 Women

Overall Points

3

ASRL Open - Masters
st

Division

1

2

nd

rd

3

160 Men

Elouera Squidgy

Cape Hawke Lumpys

Wauchope Bonnie Hills

160 Women

Batemans Bay Waverunners

Redhead

Lakes Entrance Mad
Mothers

180 Men

Torquay March 4

Mooloolaba Bituates

Bilgola Old

180 Women

Avoca Beach Zuluz

Avalon Beach Antiques

Woonona Twisted Sisters

200 Men

Windang Wide Guts

South Curl Curl Old
Gold

Woolgoola Long Strokes

220 Men

Dixon Park

Gerringong Jazz

Kilcare

240 Men

Anglesea Dribblers

260 Men

Long Reef Vets
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Trans-Tasman Surf Boat Test Series
Mick Lang - Team Manager
First of all let me say how proud I was to be selected as the manager of this Team. It is a great honour
to be manager of any representative team, but to be an Australian Manager is an extremely humbling
experience.
From the outset on behalf of the 2013 Team that toured New Zealand, I would like to thank Nathan
Hight and Dick Bignold who have decided to formally recognise the achievements of that team with a
presentation to be made of numbered competition caps, the same as any other Australian Surf Life
Saving representatives. Thank you.
The following athletes were chosen to represent the Australia Surf boat Team to meet New Zealand in
the Trans-Tasman Challenge at Stockton Beach on Saturday 8 February, 2014.
Bilgola Open Men’s Crew
Tugun Hunters Open Women’s Crew
Both crews thoroughly deserved to be chosen for Australia and were a credit to not only themselves,
but their respective clubs and surf lifesaving in general. From the moment they meet for the first time,
they seemed to gel as a squad and no doubt this showed in their performances on Saturday of the Test
Matches.
The presentation of the Australian Team Uniform was done prior to the dinner by Dick Bignold, SLSA
Surf Sports Director. I think everyone would agree the presentation of the Australian Team Caps by
Ken Murray a legend in the Australian Surf boat fraternity, was extremely motivating.
A welcoming dinner was held at Custom’s House in Newcastle. It was set in an exclusive area of the
venue and catered for both teams and their managers as well as Nathan Hight and Dick Bignold, SLSA,
Michael Odawaski, SLSNZ, as well as Bert Hunt, President of the Australian Surf Rowers League.
Although it was a semi-formal evening with a few welcoming speeches, you could tell both Teams were
really awaiting for the next day’s Challenge!
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Trans-Tasman Surf Boat Test Series
Mick Lang - Team Manager
The event was conducted at Stockton Beach on Saturday the 8 February, 2014. It was a 3 race Test
Match for both Divisions and was held at the conclusion of each of the round robin racing in the Open
Men and Open Women’s Division of the ASRL Open Championships.
The New Zealand Crews were represented by Titahi Bay Open Men’s Crew and Red Beach Open
Women’s Crew. The Australian crews stamped their authority early and were never headed recording a
6-0 defeat of the New Zealand Team. I was impressed by the sportsmanship displayed by both camps
and although the competition was fierce they intermingled well and swapped ideas.
As I have indicated earlier in my report I am honoured to be the Manager of this Team. Over the last
two years I have endeavoured to create a new culture within this Team, in that we make the
presentation of the Team Blazer and gear a special presentation, as well as inviting a Hall of Fame
Rower/s to present caps to the Teams. The other aspect is trying to instil the history of Australian Surf
Boat Representation in each of the Team members when they are first chosen and at their first team
function.
This culture is still a work in progress, but from the results over the past two years, I believe some of the
success is due to the new culture and attitude towards Australian Surf Boat Representation.

Australian Women’s Crew
Marianne Bassingthwaighte
Lisa Weber
Bruce Zillman
Genevieve Bassingthwaighte
Sascha Lahey

Australian Men’s Crew
Brendon Murray
Jaed King
Don McManus
Mitch Foran
Anthony O’Toole
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ASRL Referee’s Report
Mick Lang
First of all I would like to thank the ASRL committee for allowing me the opportunity to Referee all ASRL
events, including the inaugural Shootout & Triple Crown concept, as well as the ASRL Open and the
National Selection carnival. The whole concept far exceeded my expectations and the success is
mainly due to the hard working organising committee and our dedicated band of officials.
I should make special mention of the following people who went over and above the normal
expectations of our volunteers:
Trish McDermott, attended all ASRL carnivals and had the unenviable job of doing the draws for all
divisions as well as the splits for the Open. Nigel Penn & Kaz Marks, who also attended all events and
their dedication in organising all the Water Safety and Rescue personnel, was nothing short of
exceptional. Bill Cooper also starter at all three Triple Crown events unfortunately he couldn’t make the
Open, however, the consistency he displayed over the Triple Crown events provided all crews with
equal opportunity of getting a fair start. Finally, thanks to the ASRL committee for their dedication and
determination to make this concept work.
Round 1: ASRL Shootout & Triple Crown as well as the navy launch season 2013-14, Surfers
Paradise 9 & 10 November 2013
First of all I want to thank Judy and Charles Melloy as well as Craig Williams and Paul Wessel for their
advice and assistance in organising the infrastructure on the beach and the back of beach setup and
function. I must also thank them for organising their officials for this event.
As this was the first time we had tried the new concept of the short course shootout followed the next
day by the Triple Crown event I think all crews left the beach convinced this concept would work and
was a new and refreshing idea for surf boat racing. Without going into all the race results there were
some upsets along the way and it gave some of the ‘novice’ crews the opportunity to race against some
well-established open crews in short course racing.
Part of the success of the whole series was the fact many interstate crews submitted the intention to be
part of the series early in the piece and I think this fact resonated throughout the States. From my point
of view some crews had a wait and see attitude in relation to the concept, but after the success of this
initial event at Surfers I think deep down they wanted to be part of it. The organisation of getting boats
on and off the beach in such a busy location, such as Surfers Paradise, was a credit to the Queensland
Surf Rowers League and Paul Wessel’s and his team.
Round 2: Shootout & Triple Crown – Anglesea Victoria 7 & 8 December, 2013
Unfortunately the surf gods were not kind to us and there was no surf for our competitors. However,
there was some tight racing and the hospitality shown by the Anglesea Club was first class. Our
officials, the work party and the Club all worked well together to make this event successful.
In the lead up to this event some of our officials attended a workshop at Torquay SLSC from Gary
McCoy of Bond University into the Surf Matrix. This was a highly informative workshop and the ASRL
should be congratulated in organising Gary’s attendance at Torquay. This is another example of the
positive proactive initiatives the ASRL has implemented this past season.

page 17

ASRL Referee’s Report
Mick Lang
Round 3: Triple Crown and National Selection Carnival
North Steyne 26 January, 2014
In the lead up we saw some of the highly fancied crews from New South Wales who had not been seen
at Rounds 1 and 2 vying to gain a spot into this event from the Manly Carnival. It was a pleasure to
deal with a ‘surf boat’ club, from the start nothing was a problem. There was an abundance of work
party and from the very moment I stepped onto the beach on Sunday morning I knew we were in for a
great day! Congratulations to the North Steyne Club and their workers.
Although the conditions were testing we saw some great racing and in the end the crews selected to
represent Australia were:
Men – Bilgola Gold: Anthony O’Toole, Jared King, Mitch Foran, Brendan Murray and swept by Don
McManus
Women – Tugun Hunters: Lisa Webber, Marianne Bassingthwaighte, Genevieve Bassingthwaighte,
Sascha Lahey and swept by Bruce Zillman.
I would be remiss of me not to mention the efforts of some of our officials who gave up their time to
officiate if not all of the Triple Crown Events, but at least two of them: In no particular order the
following fall into this category:
Ziggie Gieble, Alan Hodgson, Craig Williams, Charles Melloy, Mick Norman, Norm Pounder, Elton
McKay, John Devitt, Don Alexander, Steve Gray, Aaron Tannahill, Scott Tannahill, Rod Costa, Don
Cotterill, Tamara Brawn, Peter Van Duren, Frank Veltman, Michael McDermott.
If I have missed anyone I apologise, but the above people attended either two of the above events or all
three.
Navy Sponsored ASRL Open Stockton Beach 7-9 February, 2014
Officials Welcoming Function – Fort Scratchley
What a sensational way to commence the Event. Fort Scratchley provides the perfect back drop for the
competition with sweeping views of Newcastle City, the Beach and across the bay to Stockton SLSC,
the host Club for the event. The firing of the cannon was spectacular to say the least.
During the event officials were issued with their shirts and a goodies bag which was really appreciated
by all officials who attended.
Officials
Firstly I must congratulate and thank, my 2 sectional referees Tamara Brawn and Phil Hird for the
sterling job they did over the 3 days. I must also thank Charles Melloy for his role as a roving referee
and for refereeing the Interstate Series and the Trans-Tasman Challenge. Craig Williams did an
outstanding job as the Area Response Officer and worked well with the ESO Michael Mottley.
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ASRL Referee’s Report
Mick Lang
Organising Committee
Special mention must be made of Rhonda Scruton, Frank Veltman and Kathryn Donnelly for their hard
work in making the EVENT happen. It is these behind the scene people who mostly go unrecognised,
but in my opinion they are the backbone of the event. To organise and contact nearly all officials for the
event was a huge benefit to me as Referee. As well as everything else they had to do the hard work
they put in to make the Official’s Welcoming dinner a success, was remarkable. I realise they have
worked extremely hard over the past 12 months and they deserve any recognition that comes their way.
Work Party & Stockton Surf Life Saving Club
I think it has all been said before. What a fantastic job the entire work force did over not just the three
days of competition but the behind the scenes jobs they completed in the days leading up to the
carnival and the post event clean up and dismantling of the area.
I can’t praise Callan Nickerson, the President of the Club enough. He leads by example and his people
want to work for him! I think the highest praise anyone can give Callan and his Team, is that we are
considering taking the whole work party to other events! The work party on the beach for the two areas
were prompt and you could always find them and any tower moves were done with a minimum of fuss
and very quickly, which assisted in the making the carnival run smoothly. Special mention must go to
Noel Burns who was leading the work parties and also to the tireless efforts of the Newcastle Gear
Steward Graham Lott for his efforts each and every day. Nothing was a problem.
Mick Lang
Referee
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State Report - Queensland
Paul Wessel
The past season has had mixed results and I am happy to give a quick report on how I saw the Season.
Our high-lights of the past season, for me, were the way the events rolled out, although all events didn’t
always go to plan. I must commend the patience and support of the competitors to these events. Our
team of officials are a seasoned group and Craig Williams and Judy Melloy must be commended for
their efforts in pulling the officials team together.
The results the ASRLQ like to see “as per our mission statement” is to prepare crews for our national
titles. This year Qld Crews from the Tugun Club won the Open Women’s & Reserve Grade Gold
Medals at the National titles, so congratulations to Bruce Zillman and his two crews. Our selected State
Team unfortunately never reached the goals we were trying to achieve, but Craig Williams and Paul
Grayson have a winning formula we must continue to use but with a bit of tweaking in a few areas.
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State Report - Queensland
Paul Wessel
I would also like to take this opportunity to again raise the issue of diminishing “Crew Numbers” in all
grades and this needs urgent attention by Clubs, SLSQ, SLSA and members of ASRLQ. We as a body
only have the capacity to provide advice, in which we have for the past couple of seasons, suggested
that ‘the sport has to change to survive.’ I would like through this report to recommend to all governing
bodies, that our sport needs a complete review on all aspects. Most sports have gone through this, yet
we seem to be dragging the chain. I hope this trend can be halted as soon as possible.
A couple of thankyou’s and special mentions; to our Secretary Paul Grayson a very passionate hard
working administrator, we need more people like Paul in our movement. To our treasurer Joe Western,
still sweeping crews and doing a lot of work behind the scenes, you have got to admire this dedication.
To Bill Cooper “the Quiet Achiever”, a job well done and all other committee members, Judy Melloy,
Peter Hall, Gary Williams, Don Cotterill, Vic O’Keefe (great to see win a medal at state titles). Our
referee Craig Williams, IRB, Dave Bond, SLSQ, ASRL and all the Club’s that hosted and supported our
events. To our major sponsor Navy, local sponsors Aussie Bum and Sizzler for your support, it is much
appreciated.
The future of our sport is presenting a few challenges as mentioned above, I personally support the
coming safety changes, which is the wearing of helmets, sweep grading, coaching accreditation, etc
and see this as a positive move going forward. We have a sports icon in surf boat racing; let’s not lose
this aspect of surf lifesaving.
Yours in Surf Boat Rowing,
Paul Wessel- President ASRLQ
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State Report – New South Wales
Jon Chivers
I would like to acknowledge the boards of the NSWASRL and the ASRL. They are dedicated group of
smart, passionate and motivated individuals voluntarily giving up much of their precious time and efforts
to the promotion, protection and administration to sport of Surf boats both state wide and nationally.
I would like to thank the ASRL for their continued support of the NSWASRL with co-operation and
sponsorship dollars and the benefit of this support to the members and the sport in the state of NSW. A
continued, strong, professional, productive working relationship will continue to benefit the sport, its
participants and clubs in this state and to the sport nationally. I have to acknowledge the major
contribution and work the ASRL and its committee have contributed to the sport, their work in areas of
safety, fair and accessible competition and work with SLSA has helped to keep the sport represented
and in the focus of the State and National Lifesaving bodies. At times it appears that they are working
very hard in doing the work that others, who are paid employees, should be in what would appear to be
an often under resourced and supported Surf sports section. It is a massive undertaking and I applaud
them for their past and continued effort. Thank you for your support of our Interstate Team.
Thank you to the Navy as a sponsorship with the ASRL, their continued relationship with the ASRL is a
wonderful asset the great sport of Surf boats.
Thank you to SLSNSW for their joint work with the Interstate Team. In working together to establish the
selection process, compiling the point score and supplying the swimwear and clothing to the team.
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State Report – New South Wales
Jon Chivers
The state of NSW supports a packed calendar with in excess of 50 events being conducted in the
season. The five boat series in the state continue to underpin the sport, with most of the series noting a
decline in the amount of crews participating across all divisions. This decline is reflected nationally, WA
being the exception. Awareness of this decline has led many of the series to consolidate by conducting
fewer rounds which hopefully applies less pressure on Sweeps and Crews and encourages maximum
participation and re-growth
As NSW supports the largest membership base of the sport nationally, it is imperative that it is well
structured and supported and that clear, functional and supportive systems be in place. With this in
mind the NSWASRL have been very proactive in trying to get cohesion between all the stakeholders
with an interest in the sport in this state. It saw a need to bring them all to the table to communicate
and express their needs, with the idea being to develop and advertise a carnival calendar that allowed
for planning and more importantly foster a process of communication and co-operation. A request was
made to SLSNSW in January via the State Surf boat Commission unfortunately after many requests for
a response we have heard nothing from the administration of SLSNSW. It is the belief of the
NSWASRL that everyone involved in the sport needs to be communicating and putting the needs of the
sport first through communication and joint effort and that a meeting as stated above should occur
sooner than later.
In closing, the NSWASRL will continue to work with, support and co-operate with the stakeholders in
the sport in NSW. We will continue to assist clubs, crews / competitors by enhancing events, supplying
/ distributing funding for clothing, equipment, part travel expenses, prizes whilst seeking other
sponsorship and funding assistance. Through our efforts we hope to help the sport to grow and
develop into the future, and to see be sustainable in dealing with the pressures and forces that are
exerted upon in a quickly changing cultural, economic and social environment.
I would like to thank and acknowledge with much gratitude our sponsors who continue to support the
NSWASRL as they done for many years:
ASRL / Navy
Staminade
Reilly and Sons Food Services
Riverina Fresh Milk
I would like to thank and acknowledge with much gratitude the clubs who supported the Navy series
and Interstate Selection events:
Coffs Harbour SLSC
Manly LSC
Mollymook SLSC
North Cronulla SLSC
Queenscliff SLSC
Yours in the sport of surf boats
Jon Chivers
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State Report – Victoria
Andrew Foley
I sit here thinking how is it possible to summarise the Victorian Surf Boat season in such few words? I
have been involved with boats for many years, but this has been the most exciting season I have
witnessed for the sport in Victoria, both on and off of the water, for years. Whilst we, like all states, face
many challenges in the growth and development of our sport the continued passion of boat rowers to
just row boats and enjoy the sport is something that I’m sure many other sports would love to capture.
We kicked the season off at the Victorian Surf Rowers League (VSRL) Navy Series event at Mordialloc
in November, and had the best attendance to the first carnival for a number of years. This was also the
inaugural event for Mordialloc’s brand new surf boat, which was won courtesy of the Navy.
Throughout the season, boat rowers in Victoria, had Navy series events at Torquay, Jan Juc, Anglesea
(all combined Life Saving Victoria events), the VSRL Open at Seaspray and LSV events at Point Leo,
Lorne, Fairhaven and Ocean Grove for the Victorian Lifesaving Championships. There was also a
strong showing at the Victorian Masters Championships, held at Lorne in mid-February.
Congratulations must go to all of the crews who competed at our events in Victoria throughout the
season.
The VSRL Open at Seaspray, was a two day carnival in the middle of January. Some saw this as a
risky move, but the VSRL Committee had the belief that the Seaspray SLSC deserved to host one of
our premier events. There is no doubting, for those that attended, that the event was a great success,
with everyone driving home with plenty of stories of what was a fantastic weekend. Congratulations
must go to the Seaspray SLSC for hosting this event, and well done to the VSRL Champions in each
division:
Open Men Open Women Reserve Grade Under 23 Men Under 23 Women Under 19 -

Lorne Grizzlies
Lorne Edge
Mordialloc eColi
Mornington Pure Beef
Woolamai Warriors
Jan Juc Pirates

In addition to our local carnivals, our crews travelled far and wide to gain racing experience against the
best crews from around Australia. Victorians competed at the following Interstate Carnivals:
ASRL Youth Stampede
The Jan Juc Under 19 Pirates and U23 Women Bells Angels along with the Mornington Under 23 Men
Pure Beef made the trip to Robe South Australia for this phenomenal carnival. Developed to assist
crews to gain great racing experience, while having a team building weekend away with crews from all
around Australia.
George Bass Marathon
Crews raced the 190km from Bateman’s Bay to Eden over seven days. An amazing feat to complete
let alone to win as did the rowers from Torquay in the Open Women’s division and also congratulations
to the Anglesea Women who were competitive in the Masters’ Division.
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State Report – Victoria
Andrew Foley

ASRL Triple Crown Series
Three events held with rounds in Surfers Paradise (Gold Coast) and Anglesea, with crews vying for a
place in the final event at Manly (Sydney). With many of the Victorian crews participating special
mention to the Torquay Groovers, who made it to the Open Women’s Final.
ASRL Navy Open
This year hosted at Stockton NSW. Victoria had thirty five crews entered for the three day carnival.
Victorian State Teams
The following crews represented Victoria at the ASRL Open. Well done to all crews who us into 4th
position.
Open Men:
Lorne Grizzlers
Open Women:
Lorne Edge
Reserve Grade:
Lorne Wasavics
U23 Men:
Mornington Pure Beef
U23 Women:
Seaspray BnH
U19:
Jan Juc Pirates
Team Manager:
Team Captain:

Conrad Pearson (Mordialloc)
Andrew McLarty (Lorne)

Special mention to Torquay and Anglesea both of whom had crews who won Masters Gold Medals at
the ASRL Open. On the same weekend the Torquay Groovers made the final in the Open Women’s
Division.

page 25

State Report – Victoria
Andrew Foley
State Titles
Looking at the State Titles, there was no doubt that each category could have be won by more than one
crew.
Open Men – Rosebud went in as favourites and succeeded but the Lorne crews were not far behind.
Open Women – This was closely fought. The Torquay “Groovers” were favourites but St. Kilda and
each of the Lorne crews fighting for the win but Lorne "Order" came out on top.
Reserve Grade – Favouritism was with the Lorne “Wasavics” but as we saw at the VSRL Open, any
crew can win on the day. We watched out for the fast finishing Mordialloc “eColi” and didn’t count out a
number of other crews including the Lorne “Bowlers” who went on to win the weekend.
Under 23 Men – It was interesting to watch the lightly raced Torquay crew take out the title against their
key rivals from Mornington.
Under 23 Women – This was a brilliant battle between the Seaspray “BnH” up against the Woolamai
“Warriors” with the warriors taking home the gold.
Under 19 – This was taken out by the Jan Juc Pirates but as we saw at the VSRL Open, any slip up can
open up the race for the other crews.
Australian Titles
Following the State Titles and with some crews showing good boats speed, we were hopeful for the
ultimate success, unfortunately this didn’t eventuate but we are buoyed by the results of our crews for
the upcoming years.
A big congratulation to Torquay U23s, the Lorne Bowlers and WASAVIC, the three crews all made the
finals in their respective divisions.
In closing, a huge thank you must go to a number of people including both the VSRL & ASRL
committee who complete many hours of tireless work for our great sport. We also have a large number
of officials who travel around Victoria and Australia to ensure our competitors have safe and smoothly
run carnivals. We cannot thank you all enough.
Andrew Foley
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State Report – Tasmania
Steve Gray
As another year rolls past, it gives me great pleasure to again present this annual report. The 2013-14
season saw a decline in crew numbers from previous years which was a disappointment to me as
President. Unfortunately the decline in crews has not only happened in our State. Nationally surf boat
rowing has suffered a drop in crew numbers this past year which has set alarm bells ringing across the
country.
A total of 17 crews competed over the summer months this past season with the breakdown in
categories of 8 Open Men, 4 Open Women, 2 Reserve, 1 Under 23 and 2 Under 19 crews. 3 years ago
we had 29 crews on the water. The other interesting figure is, of the 17 crews that competed this year,
5 crews came from Clifton Beach, 5 from Burnie, 3 from Carlton Park, 2 from Bridport and one each
from Boat Harbour and Kingston Beach.
The point here is that out of 14 clubs in Tasmania only 6 clubs have surf boat interests. The efforts of
our newest club in Tasmania, Bridport has not gone unnoticed. Lead by Paul Hawkins this club, over
the past 3 years has come on in leaps and bounds and with a bit more experience they’ll be “knocking
on the door”.
The season kicked off with the Somerset and North-West marathons which continue to struggle for
entries. Over the years both events have failed to attract crews with only 3 crews in the Somerset event
and 5 crews in the North West event. I strongly believe we run the Surf Safari only in second week of
October then launch straight into the sprint season. The Surf Safari has a strong brand across the
State and could be moved around the State each year. The problem we have in Tasmania is that we
need to be racing earlier in the season. Normally by the time we kick off we’re always 4/6 weeks
behind interstate crews.
Late November the annual Youth Stampede was held in South Australia in Robe with Carlton Park
Under 23 ladies and the Clifton Beach Under 19’s tackling the long trip to compete against the Under 23
crews from Queensland, New south Wales Victoria Western Australia and South Australia. Both crews
certainly made their presence felt and look forward to heading to Victoria later in 2014. This carnival is
the perfect introduction for our young rowers to compete against interstate crews.
This year’s Navy Series was closely fought over the 4 rounds with Carlton Park Black Magic holding off
Burnie Sultan Pepper in the Open Men’s Division and the Clifton Beach Krakens too strong for the
Burnie Boilers in the Open Women’s Division.
The continued support of the Royal Australian Navy is truly amazing. Our relationship with the Navy
continues to flourish with the support locally from Lieutenant Commander Bill Canna and Warrant
Officer Jim Hart. We look forward to continuing our relationship in 2014-15.
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State Report – Tasmania
Steve Gray
Congratulations to the crews that represented Tasmania at the ASRL Open Australian Interstate Surf
boat Championships held at the ASRL Open at Stockton Beach NSW in February.
Open Men – Carlton Park Black Magic
Open Women – Clifton Beach Krakens
Reserve – Burnie Sultan Pepper
Under 23 Men – Burnie Chameleon
Unfortunately we could not select an Under 23 Women’s crew and an Under19 crew however the
selectors drafted crews from Maroochydore (QLD) and Ocean Beach (NSW) to fill the vacant spots. All
crews represent Tasmania exceptionally well and we look forward to filling all categories next year.
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Steve Gray
Congratulations to Carlton Park Black Magic for taking out the Open Men’s Gold Medal at the State
Titles with Burnie Chameleon with Burnie Contraband in third place.
Congratulations also to Carlton Park Ice Breakers who, after suffering illness during the season, called
on their experience to take the Open Women’s Gold Medal from Clifton Beach Krakens and the Burnie
Boilers.
Special mention should also go to the Bridport Silverbacks in winning their very first Gold Medal by
winning the Reserve Boat, congratulations.
It should be noted as well that the Carlton Park Ice Breakers, although underdone, travelled to Perth for
the Aussies and made it through to the first semi-finals of the Under 23 Women’s division. Great effort
ladies.
Once again I’d like to thank the committee for their support over the past 12 months. It did not help with
the loss of our Secretary Elect, Mel Bush who had to resign early in the piece due to a change in her
work environment.
Thanks to Mal O’Brien who filled the role along with looking after our finances in his Treasurer’s role.
Thanks also to Michael Jarvis who has kept the important Navy banners and gear in excellent condition
and needs upgrading over the winter months.
I would also thank once again the efforts of our officials. Lead by our Referee Rod Solomon the officials
do a wonderful job and without them we would not be racing. I don’t want to list them for fear of missing
someone however you know who you are. Thanks also to our “lifeguards” the IRB Drivers who are first
and last off the beach, a BIG thank you.
It was remiss of me in last year’s report not to congratulate Clive Thurlby who was inducted into the
Tasmanian Surf Rowers Hall of Fame. Clive’s contribution to surf boat rowing in Tasmania has been
remarkable and well worthy of this great award.
Congratulations also to Adrian Norton on his induction into the Tasmanian Surf Rowers Hall of Fame
this year. Adrian received his award at this year’s Annual Dinner at Bicheno with a very professional
presentation of his activities over the years. Adrian’s contribution to surf boat rowing in Tasmania is
unchallenged. He has set the standard for future inductees.
In closing, like other States we have some challenges ahead. Times “are a changing” and we must
work together to plan for the future. We need to work hard to build more crews in the underage
divisions. This is becoming more and more difficult due to our changing lifestyle however if planned
properly it can be successful.
I believe that Tasmanian surf boat rowing is developing well with improved performances against
interstate crews now the norm. It’s a real disappointment that clubs such as Ulverstone, Devonport,
Somerset and Penguin have not been rowing this year.
In fact there was a case of one club before this past season commenced who didn’t want 2 crews at
their club. One day that decision will come back to haunt them.
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State Report – South Australia
Kevin “Brakey” Watkins
This season saw a big upswing in the number of paid members. This was mainly as a result of the
tighter process around membership and the support of the Management Committee to enforce
membership at club level. Rae Lawson, in her first year, and Don ‘Bristles’ Alexander were tremendous
in their respective roles as Secretary and Treasurer with Don also carrying the roles of National ASRL
Treasurer and State Boat Referee. Thank you to you both for running a tight ship.
Youth Stampede
Robe hosted the Southern States Youth Stampede and although the surf was absent the coaching and
competition made the weekend worthwhile. I feel that the Robe event will continue to grow in popularity
now with the introduction of an affiliated Surf Lifesaving Club being established.
Sponsors
To our sponsors, we certainly appreciate the ongoing support. A huge thank you.





Navy
Bob Jane T-Mart
Coopers
Zeelocks

Competition
It was good to see Henley being the outstanding boat club this year with dominance throughout the
season. We have had a change in the power base of SA surf rowing and it is a good indication of what
needs to be done to excel.
The development of the Youth division is paramount to building depth within a club and within the state.
Major winners throughout the season:
st



Australian Day at Freshwater NSW:

Grange Men’s Open Crew – 1 place



Triple Crown Qualifying series:
o Men’s Division
o Women’s Division

South Port, Henley and Grange
South Port Shooters, Henley Pirates

Coopers Challenge at South Port:
o Men’s Division
o Women’s Division

Brighton Open Men’s Crew (Bucks)
South Port Open Women’s Crew (Shooters)



Congratulations to all crews and for all other crews who competed in these events.
The outstanding effort of the Grange Open Men’s crew to win the Freshwater Carnival needs special
mention as it is a very rare achievement to win interstate particularly in a competition of this standing,
well done Grange!
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Kevin “Brakey” Watkins
ASRL/SLSA Interstates
Last season when SA came in third place overall, provided our rowers a lot of confidence coming into
the Interstates in 2014. Unfortunately, it was not to be and we ended up back in fifth place.
Our team consisted of many crews who have represented the state a number of times, but even with
this experience the team fell short on the day.

Support
I’d like to thank the following people for their support:
Warwick Archer - For filling the Chair at a number of ASRL SA meetings that have clashed with my
study program.
John Devitt – For attending the ASRL National AGM on my behalf and for his tireless efforts at
carnivals ensuring our entries and results are published on time and correct. It is a frustrating task –
thanks Devo!
Dick ‘Olly’ Olesinski – His work with the Navy and Coopers is brilliant and ensures that the sponsors
receive the maximum exposure on the beach and in the media. Olly was a major contributor to the
annual presentation night preparing trophies and a smooth running run sheet.
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Kevin “Brakey” Watkins
Don ‘Bristles’ Alexander – what a great Referee and Treasurer (national and state). Bristles holds the
association together and without him we would be struggling. His years of expertise are evident and
the fact that we have remained financial stable for many years is testament to his value.
Alan ‘Hoddo’ Hodson – Always stuck out there on the judge’s tower wrapped up to protect from either
the cold or the sun, Alan is a loyal contributor to the ASRL
All Officials – thanks to all of you. Our ASRL SA events are run like a Swiss watch. Always on time
and finishing early enough to enjoy the rest of the day. The other competition areas are envious of our
professionalism.
Presentation Night
Thanks to Henley for running a great night, the venue and occasion were fantastic! You’re not only
good in the boat area, you have shown that you can run a very professional event.
Apart from the major division winners already mentioned, notable awards on the night were:


Sweep of the Year:

Darren Hocking - Henley Beach



Most Improved Sweep of the Year:

Brad Vogt – South Port

2014/15 Season
Next season is looking like a cracker with some preseason openers including a sweeping Skills Session
with Nathan Perry. As we all know, Nathan has a wealth of experience and is very generous with
imparting his knowledge in the various aspects of surf boating including sweeping, rowing and setting
up boats. This is a great opportunity to hone skills and develop new sweeps so that the standard of
sweeping in this state continues to improve.
Special Mention
Every year at the Australian masters Championships there is a dinner for all crews from minimum 200
years and above. There is an award for the oldest competing member and this year it went to John
Brown of Grange. John’s crew rowed admirably but unfortunately didn’t come home with a medal
however it’s great to see the oldies still going.
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2013-2014 Navy Surf boat Series
At the commencement of the season, the WASRL met and set out goals that we wanted to achieve for
the season. They were:


Improve the success of WA crews (National Level)



Improved communication with all WA Surf Rowers



Increase the experience at carnivals for competitors, officials and spectators



Improve skill level, knowledge and coaching of sweeps

Overall the feedback from all involved has been positive. Some highlights from the season include:


Increased number of crews participating in the Navy Series and at State Titles



Excellent media coverage across TV, Radio, Online and Print mediums



Introduction of Short Course racing program



Development of Facebook page



Hall of Fame induction for J crew

Successful implementation of helmet policy (1 carnival where helmets were mandated to be worn)
The Rounds


Round 1 - Secret Harbour



Round 2 - Quinns Mindarie



Round 3 – Port Bouvard



Round 4 - Scarborough

On the Beach


DJs – One 20 Productions



Commentary – Colin Burling



Venture Photography - http://mtkphotography.smugmug.com

In the Media
Although unable to get exact data on the media exposure in WA, the panel has done an excellent job in
promoting the brand in metropolitan media as well as regional media (i.e. Broome, Esperance)
We have had throughout the year constant exposure reinforcing the ‘Navy’ brands key messages in
newspapers, online, radio and TV.
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Officials

Part of the reason for the success of the seasons has been the excellent contribution of the Officials in
running the carnivals efficiently. This year all carnivals were finished either before or by the allotted
times. We also have a large group of qualified officials available.
This year our Carnival Referee informed us that it would be his last season. As such we have worked
diligently to have an appropriate succession plan established. A new Carnival Referee was identified
and provided with mentoring throughout the season. He will step into the role for the upcoming season
and will continue to be mentored by the outgoing Referee until the hand over is complete.
2013-14 Budget
The 2013/14 budget caused us some challenges both operationally and with SLSWA.
Although these issue were resolved, without impacting majorly on the season, we will need to work
closely with the ASRL and SLSWA to ensure the budget for the 2014/15 Season is:


received at the commencement of the season



known and allocated appropriately to ensure the best outcomes for surf boat rowing in Western
Australia

Interstate Success
ASRL Interstate Challenge- Excellent result for WA, especially strong in the relay - Finished 2nd overall
and 2nd in the boat relay.
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ASRL Open
Had crews which showed good boat speed but failed to progress into the finals.


One Gold Medal.



4 crews in Semi Finals.

Aussie Titles
With the Aussies held at Scarborough we had some great results.


1 Silver Medal (U19)



1 Bronze Medal (Boat Relay)



5 crews into 4 Divisional Finals



Overall best performing Club North Cottesloe

Conclusion
Overall the WASRL is extremely pleased with the season. We have already met with SLSWA and put
together a provisional calendar of events for 2014/15 season. Acting on feedback from our members
and panel we will have an expanded competition and will also have some changes to the racing format.
At the recent Season Review meeting with the club representatives we asked the question;
“With our sport facing pressure from a range of other sports and past times why has WA experienced
an increase in number of crews”?
The response we received generalised into 6 key reasons:


Organisation of the carnivals (Off the beach before 2.00pm)



Good culture of cooperation on the beach (Competitors, Officials, Administrators)



Good youth presence



Club level development and promotion of the sport to their junior divisions



Excellent overall experience on the beach



Good relationship between WASRL and SLSWA

The season closed with the Aussie Titles on the Gold Coast with North Cottesloe doing the better of the
WA crews medalling in four divisions.
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Australian Open Championship Results 2014
Open Divisions
Open Men

Austinmer Blue

Mona Vale Black

Bilgola Gold

Open Women

Tugun

Helensburgh Stanwell Park

Bilgola Gold

Reserves

Tugun

Austinmer Blue

Kurrawa Thunder

U23 Men

Queenscliff Braz

Palm Beach Pistons

Kurrawa Storm

U23 Women

Austinmer Blue

Collaroy Gunners

Wollongong City

U19

Bulli Gold

North Cottesloe Boontas

Palm Beach Pot Plants

Surf Boat Relay

Mona Vale

Palm Beach

North Cottesloe

Masters Divisions
120 Men

Kurrawa

Lorne

Cottesloe

140 Men

North Cronulla

City of Perth

Somerton

160 Men

Woolgoolga

St Kilda

Cape Hawke

180 Men

City of Perth

Tallebudgera

North Cronulla

200 Mixed

South Curl Curl

Woolgoolga

St Kilda

220 Mixed

South Curl Curl

Macksville Scotts Head

Coolangatta

240 Mixed

Fairhaven

Anglesea

Cottesloe

260 Men

Long Reef

Coolum

Macksville Scotts Head

120 Women

Mooloolaba

Grange

140 Women

Maroochydore

Mullaloo Marlins

Mullaloo Something
Weird

160 Women

North Cottesloe

Batemans Bay

Broome

180 Women

Avalon Beach Antiques

Avalon Beach Zuluz

Cape Hawke
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Honour Roll
Year

President

Secretary

Treasurer

Vice Presidents

1993-1994

Ron Payne

Greg Davies

Matt Clymer

Stephen Blewett, Graeme Knox,
Laurie Murphy

1994-1995

Ron Payne

Greg Davies

Matt Clymer

Stephen Blewett, Graeme Knox,
Laurie Murphy

1995-1996

Ron Kelly

Greg Davies

Cliff Gerathy

Stephen Blewett, Peter Hickey,
Graeme Knox, Laurie Murphy

1996-1997

Peter Grant

Greg Davies

Carol McManus

Stephen Blewett, Peter Hickey,
Graeme Knox, Steve Reilly

1997-1998

Peter Grant

Greg Davies

Rick Millar

Stephen Blewett, Peter Hickey,
Ross Jorgensen, Rick Millar, Ken
Murray, Steve Reilly

1998-1999

Peter Grant

Greg Davies

Rick Millar

Stephen Blewett , Peter Hickey
Kim Marsh, Rick Millar, Steve
Reilly, Bob Stone

1999-2000

Peter Grant

Greg Davies

Rick Millar

Stephen Blewett, John Ellingsen
Peter Hickey, Ross Jorgensen,
Charles Melloy, Rick Millar, Ken
Murray, Steve Reilly, Bob Stone,

2000-2001

Peter Grant

Greg Davies

Rick Millar

Stephen Blewett, John Ellingsen,
Charles Melloy, Rick Millar, Steve
Reilly, Bob Stone

2001-2002

Rick Millar

Greg Davies

Rick Millar

Stephen Blewett, Don Cotterill,
John Ellingsen, Alan Gibbons,
Charles Melloy, Steve Swane

2002-2003

Rick Millar

Greg Davies

Rick Millar

Stephen Blewett, Don Cotterill,
John Ellingsen, Amanda Gehring,
Alan Gibbons, Steve Swane

2003-2004

Rick Millar

Greg Davies

Rick Millar

Stephen Blewett, Don Cotterill,
Alan Gibbons, Andrew Goss,
Charles Melloy, Steve Swane

Rick Millar

Stephen Blewett, Andrew Goss,
Graeme Knox, Charles Melloy,
Richard Olesinski, Steve Swane

Rick Millar

Andrew Goss, Graeme Knox,
Robert McKay-Gray, Charles
Melloy, Richard Olesinski, Frank
Veltman

2004-2005

2005-2006

Rick Millar

Bob Stone

Greg Davies

Greg Davies

page 37

Honour Roll
Year

President

Secretary

Treasurer

Vice Presidents

2006-2007

Bert Hunt

Greg Davies

Mark Hazell

Stephen Blewett, Don Cotterill,
Andrew Goss, Graeme Knox,
Charles Melloy, Richard Olesinski

Mark Hazell

Stephen Blewett, Don Cotterill,
Geoff Mathews, Tim Nesbitt,
Richard Olesinski, John Wright

Mark Hazell

Stephen Blewett, Don Cotterill,
Rick Estriech, Kim Marsh / Simon
Paterson, Richard Olesinski, John
Wright

Alan Gibbons /
Tony Benfield

Charlton Honig

Tony Benfield / Michael King,
Stephen Blewett, Don Cotterill,
Richard Olesinski, Simon
Paterson, John Wright
Don Alexander / Linda Hawkins
Stephen Blewett, Don Cotterill,
Michael King, Frank Veltman, John
Wright

2007-2008

2008-2009

2009-2010

Bert Hunt

Bert Hunt

Bert Hunt

Greg Davies

Roz Bates

2010-2011

Bert Hunt

Anna Simmons

Charlton Honig /
Don Alexander

2011-2012

Bert Hunt

Patricia
McDermott

Don Alexander

Stephen Blewett, Don Cotterill,
Philippa Lowe, Michael King, Scott
Tannahill, John Wright

Bert Hunt

Patricia
McDermott /
Rod Costa

Don Alexander

Stephen Blewett, Don Cotterill,
Michael King, Rick Millar, Scott
Tannahill, John Wright / James
McLaughlin

Don Alexander

Stephen Blewett, Don Cotterill,
Mick Lang, Geoff Matthews,
James McLaughlin, Grant
Wilkinson

2012-2013

2013-2014

Bert Hunt

Rod Costa
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ASRL Hall of Fame and Life Members
Hall of Fame
1996

Keith Hurst*

1997

Chris Branson*, Bill Clymer*, Ron Davidson, Keith Hodgson, Ross Jorgensen, Kim
Marsh, Bob Miles*, Ken Murray, Roger Ninham*, Ron Payne, Kevin Richardson, Robert
Walsh

1998

Nick Dixon*, Mike Ellercamp, Russ Jones, Alexander Norton

1999

George Challis*, Robert Fulton, Kevin Myers*, Stephen Swane, Peter Williams

2001

Peter Grant, Don McManus

2004

Wayne Thompson

2006

Don Ellercamp, Peter Mackie, Warren Molloy

2007

Mel Macpherson, Dennis Patison

2009

Howard Christie, Brian Mason*, Rick Millar

2010

Bob Luce

2011

Tony Haven

2012

Jack Alliss, Stephen Blewett

2013

Robert Burgess

2013-2014 Hall of Fame Committee Members
Bert Hunt, Kym Marsh, Robert Walsh, Warren Molloy, Rick Millar, Stephen Blewett

Life Members
2006

Bill Barnett*

2007

Greg Davies, Graeme Knox

2011

Stephen Blewett

2012

Rick Millar
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Annexure “A”
Auditor’s Report
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