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Notice of 2017 Annual General Meeting

AGENDA
Venue: Brighton Surf Life Saving Club– 147 The Esplanade, Brighton, South Australia
Date: Saturday 22 July 2017 commencing at 10:00 am
BUSINESS
No requirement for Electronic voting at this AGM
10:00 am

President to open the meeting

Attendance book and apologies
1. To submit the minutes of the 2016 Annual General Meeting for approval.
2. To deal with business arising out of the previous minutes
3. To deal with any relevant correspondence
4. Presentation of Annual Report
5. Treasurers Report and presentation of the Audited Financial Statement
6. Election of Office Bearers for the 2017-2018 Season
Only one nomination received for each position, ratification required for:
President – Bert Hunt
Secretary – Natasha Tunney
Vice President – Don Cotterill
Vice President – Grant Wilkinson
Vice President – Geoff Wilson
7. Deal with any Notice of Motion(s)
7.1

Confirmation of Hall of Fame – Natalie Gartner, Norm Pounder and Richard Brierty

7.2

Adopt the revised Constitution which has been aligned with the updated Associations
Incorporation Act 2009 (NSW).

7.3

Approve the proposed update to Section 9.1 Classes of Members of the 2013 ASRL
Constitution (if 7.2 above is passed then this Motion is no longer required).

8. Election of Hall of Fame (HoF) committee (4 required from existing HoF members plus President).
Call for Hall of Fame (HoF) nominations from the floor.
Nominations will be accepted up until the call to ballot at the AGM.
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9. Hall of Fame (HOF) Report by HOF committee
10. Setting of fees for the 2017-2018 season
11. General Business of an urgent nature for which correct notice has been provided
****

ROWERS FORUM

****

Immediately following the AGM, a Rowers Forum will be held.
The AGM and Forum will be Live Streamed so absent members may have a chance to ask questions
into the Forum.
The ASRL will provide a light snack lunch and the Bar will open at the conclusion of the Forum.
Natasha Tunney
Hon Secretary
ASRL

The Committee 2016-17

Position

Holder

President

Bert Hunt

Secretary

Natasha Tunney

Treasurer

Don Alexander

Vice-Presidents

Don Cotterill, Grant Wilkinson, Jay Parkin,
Damien O’Shannassy, Geoff Wilson
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President’s Report
Bert Hunt
It’s my pleasure to present this past season’s Annual report to members. Each season we start in the
hope that the workload will be that bit easier, but each year we seem to find different things to spend
our time on, adding to the list.
I am extremely fortunate to have such a solid Treasurer in Don (Bristles) Alexander working beside me,
both for his efforts on the finances but also because of his friendship, council and advice. Your ASRL
committee this last season has had some personnel changes, for a range of reasons. Each member of
the committee has worked hard in the effort to make our sport better. This year’s committee:
•

Alexandra Hill, Secretary (NSW), resigned and replaced in April by Natasha Tunney (SA)

•

Don Alexander, Treasurer (SA)

•

Don Cotterill, Vice President (QLD)

•

Russell Lamb, Vice President (NSW), resigned in June

•

Grant Wilkinson, Vice President (NSW)

•

Nathan Perry, Vice President (NSW), resigned and replaced in April by Damian O’Shannassy
(NSW)

•

Suzie MacKinder, Vice President (VIC) resigned replaced in April by Jay Parkin (VIC)

•

Tim McFarlane, Vice President (WA) resigned replaced in April by Geoff Wilson (WA)

Tim McFarlane, Alexandra Hill, Nathan Perry, Suzie MacKinder and Russell Lamb all made
considerable contributions to the committee in different ways and they must each be acknowledged for
the time and effort they put into your ASRL. Russell drove the development of the National Point Score,
which now sees a Leader’s Singlet for the top Open Female & Male boat crew in the country. This Point
score was also used to seed crews into areas at the last ASRL Open and was also used for the
unfinished National Championship event, so a great initiative.
I couldn’t operate without the support and at times, frank input, from all committee members, and I
applaud them for their continuing strong support. I must also single out Don Cotterill for special mention
as the longest serving ASRL committee person - and as a rock in support to me in many ways.
This time last year, we were talking about the National Review of Surf Sport with great anticipation, but
unfortunately change didn’t happen at that time. While driving the need for change of SLS competition
isn’t really a role for the ASRL, it became a case of if we don’t, who is going to. After another 12 months
of pushing and prodding, at times at a cost to some of our personal standings, we can and should
acknowledge the SLSA Board for taking the bold step to firstly recognise the need for change and then
start the implementation process.
It will now fall to you the membership to work closely within your surf clubs to make sure the Policy
changes are correctly implemented to remove barriers and grow the participation base of competitive
members. This of course will have the added benefit of providing fit, skilled, capable patrolling members
for all our surf clubs.
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Bert Hunt
The input and involvement of the ASRL into these key decisions, while sometimes not always invited,
wouldn’t be possible without the agreement we have with SLSA under the Surf Boat Committee (SBC)
structure. We acknowledge Graham Ford, President of SLSA, along with the staff from the SLSA office,
who by engaging with us and listening to our concerns have allowed us the opportunity to continue to
push forward the issues that you tell us are causing concern. The ASRL, through the SBC, maintains a
strong voice on many of the SLSA committee processes that directly involve surfboats, so it is an
important link to continue to foster.
This year, SLSA unfortunately again found themselves with a cancelled Aussies to deal with. The
competitor disappointment has been palpable and we were again asked to take up a range of member
issues with SLSA. The best way for us to understand the depth of the concerns was to appoint a
diverse body of experienced sweeps and rowers who could deliver to us the combined message. This
group was a part of a range of meetings around Australia, seeking out your thoughts and concerns. We
pulled this all together in May at a Forum, and from there a very comprehensive submission was made
to SLSA for their consideration. The issues around the Australian Championship event are not straight
forward, but we have been putting as strong a case as we can to SLSA on your behalf.
We again acknowledge our wonderful sponsors. As a not for profit body the ASRL has set what we
believe to be the happy medium of offering support back to the membership, and developing new and
upgraded technology outcomes, while at the same time putting aside the rainy-day fund. We are clearly
blessed with great partnership support from both the Royal Australian Navy and Destination NSW.
Destination NSW: We work closely with the DNSW Team in presenting the Open each year. The
DNSW team is always supportive and helpful allowing us to continue to deliver a great ASRL Open
experience each year.
Navy: No partnership in the breadth of SLS is stronger than that between Navy and the ASRL.
The opportunity we have been afforded to work so closely with such an iconic Australian Flagship is
amazing. LCDR Commander Don Hogarth has supported and advised us every inch of the way. Don
has a great understanding and respect for our sport, and this is what makes the partnership so special.
Our relationship with Chief of Navy, Vice Admiral Tim Barrett, has played no small part in what we are
achieving for the sport of surfboats, and the Navy personnel have become friends to many of us in the
different States as we roll out the Navy events. We recently completed a new strategic alliance
agreement with Navy for a further three years. Surfboats and Navy are now seen as “two peas in a pod”
and it is to our benefit to protect and support this outstanding partnership into the future.
ASRL Open:
The Open completed its third yearly visit to beautiful Shellharbour this year. The surf gods, if not the
thunderstorm gods, were kind to us all and the Shellharbour Surf Club and its members did another
sterling job in providing for the many needs of the competitors. The Open is well and truly established
as one of the major surfboat events on the National calendar. We continue to learn and develop as we
strive to iron out all the bugs. What we do always have to remind ourselves is that we are dealing with
the elements, and no event organiser can control nature - we can only deal with the cards dealt.
The competitor and Officials feedback from last season’s Open was very encouraging, especially when
we consider the hours lost through storms. Much credit for this has to go to our Officials, ably led this
time by Tamara Brawn, but also to each and every one of the Officials that took on a role. The work and
support from Wayne Cavanagh, President of the Shellharbour Surf Club and of course the entire work
team from the club, is what makes a good event great. On behalf of every one of us that visited
Shellharbour, I say well done! You have just been the best to work beside in delivering such a big
event.
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Bert Hunt
If we can bottle that Interstate event we should. When have we ever seen so many lead changes in a
relay in what was a wonderful culmination to such tight tough Interstate racing?
Frank Veltman, in his organiser roll for each Open, has again excelled in working with the host club in
the build-up during the lead-in months. It is all these small things that over time, meld together to make
an enjoyable experience that is worth the time and money spent to travel and participate.
Technology:
We have continued to work on the development of the Video Finish Line Cameras system. What we
have learnt is that to keep up with changing technology will be an ongoing major cost investment by the
ASRL, but one the competitors will continue to benefit from.
Hand in hand with the Finish Line Cameras, we have continued to improve on our ability to Live Stream
our identified events. The member and public feedback has been very encouraging, so we will continue
to work on this aspect in the coming season.
Our Webmaster, Perry Brennan, continues his wonderful support. Perry is a real friend as well as being
a treasured business partner. The Website over the years has changed, along with the trends of social
media. No longer is the website the home of the major chat traffic, but it will never be replaced as the
home of key information. I encourage you all to continue to use and visit the website, as you will always
find the long-standing information stream available.
The ASRL certainly also embraced social media and we have Aaron Tannahill to thank for the profile
that has been built for the sport generally, the ASRL specifically and for Navy by the association and
connection Aaron has achieved.
I would like to again single out the weekend warrior Surfboat Officials that continue to turn out around
Australia every week of summer, to help us enjoy our chosen sport. You may at times fly under the
radar and feel ignored, but you shouldn’t, because your friendship and selfless work for surfboats is
very much appreciated. We are still on record in saying that attracting Officials is one of the greatest
challenges facing the sport. We know that SLSA has also identified the need to improve in this area of
attraction and retention and the ASRL fully supports anything that will lighten the heavy load of a
relative few. To all the Club Patrol members, IRB crews and First Aid teams supporting us each week
around the country, thank you so much for helping keep us safe.
It was certainly a marathon in time, but my thanks to Sophie, Lena and Co from SLSA for sticking to the
task with us in building a completely new Boat Sweep Coach/Accreditation system. It has never been
easier for us to attract and mentor new Boat Sweeps into our system, so we look forward to seeing a lot
of new faces at the back of our boats providing the next generation of rower the experiences you all
enjoy.
It is so great to see that with the assistance of SLSA, we finally have gender equity for all our rowers.
The introduction of the two new divisions will make some decisions more difficult in fitting everything
into a program, until we learn, but the outcome for the female rowers can never be in question.
The final and biggest thanks goes to our members who have continued to support both myself and the
committee in the work and direction we take the sport.
As President of the ASRL, it has been my honour to serve and represent you all in the many aspects of
what constitutes this committees task.
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Treasurer’s Report
Don Alexander
This report covers the period 1 May 2016 to 30 April 2017.
Our cash and cash equivalents were $205,793, total assets of $262,502 with nil liabilities and total
member funds of $254,944 at the end of our financial year. Total income was $347,793 and our
expenditure $355,350, showing a loss for the year of $7,557.
The main contributor to our income was again, significantly from the Navy, with substantial contributions
from Destination NSW. We do have agreements in place with both groups going forward and we are
continually engaging with other sponsors to be able to provide benefits to our members in the future.
On the expense side, we an increase of just over $17,577 from the previous year. We continue to
spend funds on livestreaming and finish line technology, but we have managed to reduce cost
associated with the production side of the Livestream programs. We have purchased and number of
laptops which were required to handle the new draw and result system and in the previous season we
provided a new surf boat to the Coolum SLSC as winners of the 2015-16 Surf Boat Super Draw; the
funding was only expended this season.
Many thanks to the Shellharbour Club for hosting the Open over the past four years. It has been a
pleasure working with not only the management team but also with the countless volunteers that they
gather for the four to five days of the event to make it such a success. Not only have they done a great
job in hosting but the costs have been consistent over the past four years.
We look forward to being able to support the continued promotion and development of the sport
throughout Australia in season 2017-18.
I’m pleased to report that our organisation remains in good financial health and solvent.

Income
Sponsorship
Donation

2016-17

2015-16
52,272

303,182

310,000

91,623

78,514

2,000

200,000

Membership

64,521

Bank Interest

5,000

SLSA

2014-15

19,845

Marketing

2,382

182

Sundry Income

4,043

2,058

347,793

$397,045

Total
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Treasurer’s Report
Don Alexander
Expenditure
ASRL Meeting Expenses
Audit Fees

2016-17

2015-16

25,022

14,250

29,531

600

1,200

600

1,428

8,369

832

469

259

295

Coaching Courses
Computer Expenses

9,011

Co-Ordinator Subsidy
Data Base Management
Equipment Purchases Expensed

2014-15

1,835
10,663

5,216

Freight & Cartage

997

12,273

General Expenses

105

401

Host Club Reimbursement

35,884

33,306

19,530

Host Subsidy

11,049

13,658

15,000

2,501

2,599

2,227

468

18,529

6,713

2,444

Insurance
Interstate Team Gear
Legal Costs
Livestream and Finish Line Operations

75,378

61,014

Marketing

16,950

15,995

Medals and Trophies
Membership Reimbursement
Navy Clothing

795

440

30

29,756

55,995

68,699

17,441

23,066

17,474

11,444

1,120

803

1,309

420

300

31,300

17,774

Printing & Stationary
Software Expenses

15,475

2,531

Navy Launch
Navy Promotional Gear

4,579

420

Sponsorship Commission
State Contribution

15,454

12,727

State Team Travel Allowance

35,518

26399

31,130

State Membership Rebate

21,088

17,691

1,500

Surf Boat Draw

27,272

Trailer Expenses

590

Triple Crown/Short Course
Team Expenses-Australia v NZ

18,222
12,145

1,920

2,468

4,543

3,007

7,252

TV Production
Web Management
Young Guns Travel

5,454

Youth Stampede
Total Expenses
Net Surplus / (Deficit)

454

8,564

355,350

$337,272

$321,954

(7,557)

$59,773

$78,448

.
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Trans-Tasman Surf Boat Test Series
Brett Main - Team Manager
It is with great pleasure that I submit this report as Open Team Manager of the Surf Life Saving
Australia Trans-Tasman Surf Boat Representative Team for 2017. I would like to acknowledge the
contribution of the two organisations, ASRL and SLSA with funding and the management of the
selection processes.
The team for 2017 who qualified and were selected through the selection rounds was Avoca Open
Men’s Surf Boat Crew and Tallebudgera Open Women’s Surf Boat Crew.
We also competed with an U23 Development Team for the first time in New Zealand. Greg Heard did a
great job managing this section of the team with Nth Cronulla selected as the U23 Men’s crew and
Newport the U23 Women’s crew. Greg will provide an in-depth report of the Development team.
The Open Team surf boat crews consisted of:
Avoca Open Men:
Richard Brierty, Brad Mitchell, Daniel Tamblyn John Paterson, Duke Brierty
Tallebudgera Open Women:
Gary Williams, Lisa Webber, Kirsty Morrison, Tara Dreaver-Coates, Kelissa Brockett
Top Left; Josh Carter-Team Physiotherapist
Bottom Right; Brett Main Team Manager
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Trans-Tasman Surf Boat Test Series
Brett Main - Team Manager
The performance of the Australian team at Waihi Beach in New Zealand was outstanding and very
consistent. Both surf boat crews were only defeated once in the Trans-Tasman test series, though
racing was extremely tight. Results were as follows:
Trans-Tasman Surf Boat Test Series
Open Men
Australia
Open Women Australia
Development team

-

2 – 1 New Zealand
2 – 1 New Zealand

Australia

3 – 3 New Zealand

At the completion of the Trans-Tasman Test Series all the New Zealand and Australian representative
crews were seeded into the semi-finals for the North Island Surf Boat Championships event. Again,
both crews rowed and competed to the same high standard and eventually went on to place the final in
both their divisions.
Results were as follows:
New Zealand North Island Surf Boat Championships
Open Men
Open Women
U23 Men
U23 Women

Australia Silver Medallists
Australia Gold Medallists
Australia Gold Medallists
Australia Silver Medallists

All Australian crews competed in the Regional Championships on the Sunday. This event is based on
our own Interstate Event. We were loaned two crews from NZ to complete our team of 6 crews.
Results were as follows:
New Zealand North Island Regional Surf Boat Championships
Open Men
Open Women U23 Men
U23 Women
Women’s Relay Men’s Relay

-

-

1st in Long Course, 1st in short course
1st in Long Course, 2nd in short course
1st in Long Course, 1st in short course
3rd in Long Course, 3rd in short course
2nd

1st

Planning for this overseas tour was quite extensive many major actions to be completed. This was
completed in approximately 6 weeks from the time the team was announced on 18.12.16 to departing
from Sydney for Auckland on 2.2.17. Planning went extremely well and ultimately allowed for an
incident free tour. Ultimately the event and tour went like clockwork and I would thank Brad Dean from
SLSA for his work and excellent support and also for his planning and organisational skills.
For the first time, a team physio was made part of the Open Team. Josh Carter filled this role and
travelled to New Zealand with the team. Josh provided expert support all our team members. His
expertise ensured that our athletes were good to go every time, all the time.
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Trans-Tasman Surf Boat Test Series
Brett Main - Team Manager
We were very fortunate that our New Zealand contacts thoroughly supported us with the correct gear
and equipment. The surfboats and equipment were arranged and confirmed weeks prior to departing
Australia and was of a satisfactory standard for our needs. Suitable sun protection by the form of tents
and drinking water was supplied and was prepared for our arrival. Travel was a comfortable 2hrs drive
from Auckland Airport to Waihi Beach. All our needs were met and achieved for logistics and
equipment. Mike Lord and Clayton Kellett from SLSNZ were most supportive and helpful and I thank
them for their support and friendly assistance.
SLSNZ supplied 2 houses in the WAIHI Beach area for the Open Team. These were in close proximity
to the beach and competition. Both houses were more than suitable for our accommodation
requirements. These two houses were supported by another for the U23 development crews supplied
by SLSA.
The team clothing was excellent. Everything supplied was worn and utilised throughout the tour of New
Zealand. The team felt honoured to wear the clothes and this ultimately showed through with the team
in uniform for the tour. The blazer presentation was performed by Australian Rugby League and
Newcastle legend Paul "CHIEF” Harragon. The team environment and involvement during this
presentation was outstanding, each member showed respect for what they were receiving and the
importance and responsibility of what they were about to receive. Chief gave the team a motivational
talk which really set the mental tone for the team. We were also very fortunate to have Bryce Munro
from Mona Vale SLSC attend the team briefing day. Bryce delivered an inspirational talk to the team
and also presented the team clothing to the team.
The team travelled together and was supplied two vehicles by SLSNZ. These two vehicles were
supported by two other vehicles used to transport the U23 development team. These vehicles allowed
us to travel together.
The Australian Representative caps were presented on Waihi beach on the first day of competition.
This was done by Brad Dean from SLSA and was a great thrill for the entire team.
Cap Numbers:
Lisa Webber
Kelissa Brockett
Tara Dreaver-Coates
Kirsty Morrison
Gary Williams

404
441
442
443
444

Duke Brierty
Richard Brierty
Brad Mitchell
John Paterson
Daniel Tamblyn

436
437
438
439
440

In summary, the support from the New Zealand team and staff was outstanding. SLSNZ was on hand to
support and offer assistance where required and they fulfilled any request for us with the greatest of
pleasure, nothing was a problem. Again, many thanks must go to the ASRL, its sponsors and SLSA for
providing funding for this very important and prestigious event.
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Trans-Tasman Surf Boat Development Team
Greg Heard - Team Manager
It is with a lot of pleasure that I submit this report as Team Manager of the 2017 Surf Life Saving
Australia Surf Boat Development Team – my second. In doing so I would like to acknowledge the
support and vision of the SLSA and the ASRL in putting this team together and providing the funding
necessary.
I would also like to recognise and acknowledge Brett Main (Open Team Manger) and Brad Dean
(SLSA) for their contribution and guidance in the lead up to and throughout the competition program.
The two crews in this team were selected from a list of nominated crews who competed at the North
Cronulla Open Carnival. The two crews were North Cronulla (U23 Male Crew) and Newport (U23
Female crew).
Newport Pistol Shrimps - U23 Women:
Michael King (Sweep)
Piret May
Celestine May
Katy Hulton
Zoe King
North Cronulla - U23 Men
Adam Purdie (Sweep)
Zac Hughes
James Budd
Mitchell Bouzounis
Jack Mentha
The experience these two crews gained through travelling with the two Open crews from the Australian
Surf Boat Team and being part of this bigger team was invaluable and provided a very high level of
motivation for all Development Team members. This experience will remain with them for a very long
time.
The efforts and performance of both crews in the Trans-Tasman races against the New Zealand
Development crews reflected the seriousness each crew held in representing Australia with both crews
competing at levels which I believe surprised even them.
Both Australian crews were the fastest on the water in the 3 races contested. Unfortunately for them
they were both beaten in the short course racing and the U23 Men, whilst being a long way in front on
the way home in the last race were run down on the line by the NZ crew, who managed to catch the
only wave on the day. The drone footage of this race is amazing to watch. The final result was Australia
3 – New Zealand 3
Trans-Tasman Development Surf Boat Series
U23 Men
Australia
1 – 2 New Zealand
U23 Women
Australia
2 – 1 New Zealand
All crews were then seeded into the respective semi-finals of the North Island Championships with the
U23 Women recording a second and the U23 Men coming first
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Trans-Tasman Surf Boat Development Team
Greg Heard - Team Manager
Results - New Zealand North Island Surf Boat Championships
U23 Men
U23 Women

-

Australia
Australia

Gold Medallists
Silver Medallists

On the Sunday, all Australian crews competed in the Regional Championships which is an event that is
loosely based on our own Interstate Event.
Results - New Zealand North Island Regional Surf Boat Championships
U23 Men
U23 Women
Women’s Relay
Men’s Relay

-

1st in Long Course, 1st in short course
3rd in Long Course, 3rd in short course
2nd
1st

The turnaround time for the team was very short with approximately 6 weeks from selection to
departure. Planning over this period was made easier with the support of both Brett Main and Brad
Dean who provided invaluable guidance as well as very prompt responses to any queries I had and the
responsive in replying for any information from the team members.
For the first time, the team included a physiotherapist, Josh Carter. Josh was an excellent addition to
the team and provided much needed support to team members when needed.
As a result of the planning prior to the selection of the team and in the lead up to the trip, everything ran
smoothly with minimal issues. The enthusiasm of all team members was exceptional. All Development
team members continually expressed their appreciation and pride in being selected for this team and
their behaviour reflected this.
Being able to participate in the team briefing prior to departure and observe the blazer presentation
ceremony was appreciated by all development team members and gave them each something else to
aspire to. The fact that they also got to travel and stay with, and be included in the Open team activities
was a huge highlight for them as well and created an extremely tight team bond. This then translated
very well to the success in the water on the Saturday and Sunday.
It would be great if we could continue this for future events, both overseas and locally.
I believe it would also be a fantastic initiative if a trophy could be provided for the Development team to
compete for, in much the same way that the Opens do (I would be happy to discuss
donating/purchasing a perpetual trophy for this if this was thought appropriate).
It would also be a positive step if medals could be provided for all of the Development crew members
based on the results in their Trans-Tasman event.
Following the days racing and presentations on Saturday all crews attended an informal evening with
the New Zealand team and their supporters. This event was a fantastic way for all crews to unwind and
to continue the interaction and camaraderie that had developed.
The clothing supplied to the Development Team members was of an excellent standard. All clothing
was worn with a great deal of pride at all times. I am sure they will continue to be worn with pride and
will provide each team member with fantastic memories for a long time.
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Trans-Tasman Surf Boat Development Team
Greg Heard - Team Manager
Thank you again to SLSA for providing this apparel and for the ASRL for their help in subsiding the cost
of each team member.
Thanks, must also be extended to SLS NZ who were instrumental in sourcing accommodation for the
trip as well as good quality surf boats and oars for the crews to use.
In summary, the support from the ASRL and SLSA was fantastic, as was the support, guidance and
efforts of both Brett and Brad in the lead up and during the event.
From a personal perspective, thank you for the opportunity provided for me to be a part of this team and
for the overall experience.
The blazer presentation was performed by Australian Rugby League and Newcastle legend Paul
"CHIEF” Harragon with both teams.
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NSW Surf Boat Interstate Team Report
Greg Heard - Team Manager
It is with a lot of pleasure that I submit this report as Team Manager of the 2017 NSW Surf Boat
Interstate Team.
This team consisted of 8 crews – one from each division, Open Men, Open Women, Reserve Men,
reserve Women, Under 23 Men, Under 23 Women, Under 19 Men and Under 19 Women, who were
selected from all crews within NSW to compete in the Interstate Challenge as part of the ASRL
Championships at Shellharbour on the 19th February 2016.
With the inclusion of new divisions in surf boat racing of the Reserve Women and Under 19 Women
divisions, these two divisions were also included into the Interstate teams.
With 8 crews, it was also agreed by SLS NSW to appoint an assistant manager to support the team
manager with the work load in the lead up to the event and particularly on the day of racing– the
Assistant Manager was Lachlan Payne
SELECTION:
Crews competed at a series of nominated carnivals with the crew from each division with the highest
points being selected to the team. Attached is the point scores for the season.
Selection carnivals were:
Mollymook
Coffs Harbour
North Cronulla
Queenscliff and
Manly (Double Points)
Points were accrued for the best 3 placings and were awarded with 7 points for 1 st place down to 2
points for 6th. Successful crews were:
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State Report - NSW
Greg Heard - Team Manager
Open Men – Bulli Gelcon
Shane Geloven Sweep, Dean Roberts, Heath Mercer, Ben Lowe, Fraser Worthington
Open Women – Palm Beach Patriots
Peter Spence Sweep, Verity Boulton, Lucy Day, Alex Tyrell, Elly Reynolds
Reserve Men – Palm Beach Project
Peter Spence Sweep, Ant Serventi, Phil Blacklaw, Jack Hook, Scott Keenan
Reserve Women – Wollongong Wildfire
Brett Dingwall Sweep, Karri Ryan, Rani Hulme, Vida Oakes, Emma Prowse
Under 23 Men – North Cronulla Purdies
Adam Purdie Sweep, Zac Hughes, James Budd, Mitchell Bouzounis, Jack Mentha
Under 23 Women – Newport Pistol Shrimp
Michael King Sweep, Katy Hulton, Celestine May, Piret May, Zoe King
Under 19 Men – North Cronulla Purdies
Adam Purdie Sweep. Christian Ruhen, Blake Eason, Karl Cleary, Darcy Smith
Under 19 Women – North Cronulla Funkys
Mark McDonald Sweep, Hayley Urquhart, Alysha Lerond, Karli Hyer, Siobhan Davidson
It was pleasing to see the spread of clubs/branches represented with 2 crews coming from Palm Beach
and 3 from North Cronulla. Both the U23 crews (North Cronulla Purdies and Newport Pistol Shrimps)
had also been selected in and competed for the Australian Development Team against New Zealand
PREPARATION:
With a very short turnaround from selection to competition of 4 weeks, time was of the essence and
everyone involved did an amazing job in ensuring everything was in place in time.
Thank you to all of the crews who responded to every request in a timely manner. And a special thanks
to the staff at SLS NSW, especially, Rob Pidgeon and Tim Piper who worked tirelessly in the back
ground to pull together all of the necessary information and the team uniforms.
As part of the team preparations we met prior to the Interstate Challenge competition to provide an
opportunity for all crews to meet each other and to present the team uniforms
This session was held at the North Cronulla Surf Club on the Sunday afternoon prior to the Interstate
Challenge and was an invaluable experience and allowed all crew members to meet in a relaxed
environment, to be presented with their team uniforms and to discuss logistics leading into the racing. I
invited a previous surf boat legend and North Cronulla stalwart Steven Swane to speak at the team
function and to hand out the competition caps and uniforms to each team member. His presence and
input at this event was extremely well received.
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State Report - NSW
Greg Heard - Team Manager
The camaraderie that was developed amongst the entire team in such a short while was evident on the
beach on the Friday with everyone proactively supporting each other prior to and during the racing.
Thank you to SLS NSW for their generous support in providing the team gear – all recipients were
extremely pleased and proud to receive their uniforms.
RACE DAY:
The team reassembled on the beach on Friday afternoon to prepare for the races ahead. The order of
events was Under 19, Under 23, Reserves and Open’s before culminating in a Surf Boat relays
consisting of all crews. The NSW team started strongly with two seconds in the U19 Men and U19
Women divisions before racing was halted due to lightning strikes. Due to safety concerns the decision
was made to hold the remaining events over until the Sunday.
Despite this change of schedule all team member regrouped and took up where we left off.
Results were
U19 Women
2nd
U19 Men
2nd
U23 Women
3rd
U23 Men
1st
Reserve Women
3rd
Reserve Men
1st
Open Women
1st
Open Men
2nd
NSW came second in the final event, the Boat Relay (double points) ending with 91 points, 7 points
ahead of QLD and 9 points ahead of WA. A convincing win to NSW
Some learnings for future teams:
1. The team meeting and gear presentation night was an invaluable part of creating a strong team
bond between the crews and should be held each year. Choice of destination is an issue and
will be dependent on the location of future crews. This year’s venue worked extremely well as
we had 3 crews travelling from Sydney Northern Beaches, North Cronulla with 3 crews and 2
crews from the Illawarra.
2. The appointment of an assistant team manager was invaluable as this provided much needed
support as things became hectic during the event
3. The allocation of two selection carnivals being run on the same weekend (Mollymook, Coffs
Harbour) needs to be reviewed
4. The allocation of double points for the Manly carnival needs to be reviewed – this carnival used
to be a two-day carnival – it is now run on one day with a separate event being run the second
day
5. There needs to be consistency in how the selection carnivals are run to ensure all crews
receive similar chances to earn points – consideration should be given to NSW SLS appointing
the referees for these events, plus developing a program to suit the selection process.
6. As a result of the planning prior to the selection of the team and the lead up to the competition
the event went smoothly with minimal issues. The enthusiasm of all team members was
exceptional.
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State Report - NSW
Greg Heard - Team Manager
All Team members continually expressed their appreciation and pride in being selected for this team
and their behaviour reflected this.
As Team Manager, I was focussed on providing an environment that enabled a positive and cohesive
culture to be developed and I believe we achieved this in a very short time frame.
In summary, the support from the ASRL and SLS NSW was fantastic.
In closing I would like to thank:
• SLS NSW for the support of this event and for their funding of the uniforms and food
• The staff at SLS NSW for the support and assistance, in particular, Rob Pidgeon and Tim Piper.
• Steven Swane for participating as the special guest at the team meeting
• Tamara Brawn and the team of officials for running the event
• The ASRL for the initiative in putting together this event
From a personal perspective - thank you for the opportunity in allowing me to be a part of this team and
for the overall experience
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State Report - Queensland
Gary Williams
Again, it gives me great pleasure to present this year’s report as President, on the positive side we had
a great season of local racing with the Navy series and the Wessel’s Petroleum Qld Cup, in total we
had on average 50 crews enter these events and we also introduced the new U19 women’s division
which was a success.
For the first time in a long time we had also 4 crews travel to the North Queensland championships, well
done to Mermaid Beach, Burleigh Heads and Noosa for making the trek in the early part of the season
to participate and help the promotion of surf boats up north.
We continued with our come and try days at the Palm Beach opening carnival for the season and the
Tugun carnival being round 2 of the Navy series, hopefully we can build on these events next season
as part of our development and recruitment drive. The current QSRL committee in conjunction with
SLSQ is working on a program for next season to attract new rowers especially in the junior ranks to
our sport.
Congratulations to everyone on a successful state titles competition at North Kirra, not a great surf
beach but we had 100 crews, including masters, nominate for the weekend. Well done and
congratulations to all the crews who won gold, a big effort from Maroochydore who won three Gold and
the Lifesaver and Cameron Relay. Currumbin also won three Gold and the Surf Boat Relay.
Alexandra Headland took out the overall point score for the second year running as the Champion Club
in the Wessel’s Petroleum Qld Cup. The open Men’s Division went to Tugun A and the Open Women’s
division went to Tallebudgera Kaylews.
The Tallebudgera Kaylews are to be congratulated for being selected to represented Australia in the
Trans-Tasman Test Series against New Zealand. Once again Australia defended the title 3-2 on Whaini
Beach. Personally, I must say that it was one of the best experiences you can get rowing. I would fully
recommend any open crew or U23 crew to try for selection. The Trans-Tasman Test Series is a great
initiative by the ASRL and full credit to the committee on developing the concept and to SLSA for their
support.
I would also like to make special mention of the efforts of Craig Williams, who retired from refereeing
this season. Craig has been our referee for 25 years or more and has always in my opinion made the
hard calls when required even if it wasn’t a popular decision. He has worked with the competitors for the
best outcomes for competitors and listened to the views and opinions of sweeps even if they were
somewhat skewed in their favour. Above all he is a passionate Queenslander and no further proof is
needed when you see his approach to the interstate competition and his commitment to our state team
either as team manager or selector in his time in the chair. Thanks Craig for all your hard work and
dedication and I hope you will continue to help QSRL in an official or unofficial capacity in the years to
come.
I’d also like to thank our major sponsors the Navy, Paul Wessel from Wessel’s Petroleum and
Staminade Queensland Quenchers. Without our sponsor, we would not have had the opportunity to
offer crews the added incentive of cash and prizes for the divisions and overall points cores. The prize
money for the Qld Cup this season was courtesy of Paul Wessel and was substantially more than
previous years. Paul puts in some hard work behind the scenes for the benefit of boats and we all
appreciate his efforts particularly in the surf sports area. Peter Hickey has also done a great job
retaining the Staminade sponsorship for us this season, thanks again Pete.
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State Report - Queensland
Gary Williams
The biggest disappointment this season was the cancellation of the Aussies. I’m not going to comment
any further on this except to say it may have been a different outcome if we (the ASRL and boat panel)
had some input into the decision. By the time this report is printed we will have had our ASRL
conference in Sydney and will have a definite plan to move forward. I hope whatever the outcome is it’s
agreeable to all parties and we can make the improvements we want and so desperately need in our
sport. In closing I’d like to thank Judy Melloy, Jean Couper, Bill Cooper and all our other officials for
their commitment and dedication, and the QSRL committee for your support. To Geoff Wright and the
IRB crews, and Richard Andrews for first aid, thank you, without you we would not be able to run our
events. Thanks also to the ASRL and SLSQ for their ongoing support and assistance throughout the
season. See you on the beach.
2017 saw two extra crews added to the Queensland Cyclones Surfboat Team, with the inclusion of
crews from new competition categories of Reserve Grade Women and U19 Women and bringing the to
a total of eight crews.
More crews are adding representative honours to their ambitions for the season which is great for the
team when there is serious competition for selection. Gary Williams, Charles Melloy and myself as the
appointed selectors had to make some difficult choices. Some contenders were disappointed not to be
picked, none more so than the Maroochydore Assets vying for selection in as the U23 Women’s Crew
having served us well over the previous two seasons. Hopefully though the crews that missed out will
come back stronger next year to give us even more consternation in the selection room but ultimately
that will make us stronger. The crews selected this year were as follows;
Open Male;

Lyle Clark, Glen Williams, Mac Hamilton, Nick Winter and Randall Martin

Open Female;

Gary Williams, Lisa Webber, Kirst Morrison, Kelissa Brockett and Tara
Dreaver-Coates

Reserve Male;

Michael Brooks, Tony Slade, Johnny Norton, Dave Hoffman and Corey Stone

Reserve Female;

Arnie Eussen, Samantha Ashe, Rebecca Petersen, Isabella Gros and Isabella
Hardman

U23 Male

Graeme Huegill, Lachlan Weston, David Moreton, Elliott Creagh and Zach
Thompson-Smith

U23 Female

Steve Purcell. Sophie Holyman, Abbey Holyman, Edwina Wright and Teagan
McFarlane

U19 Male

Damien Claypan, Ewan Van Rensburg, Lachlan Bowman, Declan Comerford
and Joshua Bunney

U19 Female;

Rob Flood, Luca Sullivan, Kate Morcom, Victoria Barbour and Natalie Dean

It was particularly pleasing to see Arnie Eussen in the team. Until last year, it had been a long time
since Palm Beach had been seen at a carnival with a surfboat; but Arnie, a sweep who has been
around for longer than most of us would care to remember and when many others would have hung up
the sweep oar, hung on. He kept a little flicker of a flame burning at Palm Beach throughout the hiatus
from competition and wouldn’t let the club sell the boats. It was great to see the light and dark blue back
last year but even better to see them in maroon this year.
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State Report - Queensland
Gary Williams
The week before the Interstate competition, the team assembled at Surf Rescue House. We were
fortunate to have the rugby league legend and current coach of the rugby league Queensland State of
Origin Team, Kevin Walters, join us as a guest speaker. He spoke passionately about what it means to
represent Queensland, especially against our traditional rivals from New South Wales and there was no
doubt what he had to say resonated with the team. Cory Stone was named captain of the team and he
along with five-time Queensland representative and Australian representative Lisa Weber and Kevin
Walters presented each of the team members with their Queensland competition cap.
Friday, 17 February 2017 was the day the Interstate was to be held at Shell Harbour as part the ASRL
Australian Open. The crews would row their individual races in the following order U19 Women, U19
Men, U23 Women, U23 Men, Reserve Women, Reserve Men, Open Women, Open Men and then to
complete the event an all crew relay. The team arrived and looked sharp and focused. Unfortunately,
though the plan was not going to unfold quite how we planned.
Firstly, having stated the event would be in the southern arena the official’s changed it to the northern
arena at the last minute. The team accommodated the move and were unfazed. The U19 girls lined up
in the middle of the course. When the gun went, Victoria on the northern end and NSW on the southern
end were both able to negotiate the break unscathed while the crews in the middle had to negotiate
some serious swells. Robert Flood knew though what had to be done. He held the girls up and took the
opportunity when it came, no mistakes. The girls were disappointed to come home third but Vic had
done what was needed relegating NSW to second leaving us only 1 point behind.
The U19 Men were up next, the weather looked ominous and as the officials wrestled with rain delays,
second and a third version of the draws, confusion reigned supreme across the beach. NSW was
completely disorganised. Queensland however remained a picture of composure with Damien sitting
quietly on the back of his boat lined up in his alley ready to race. When the race finally got underway,
the boys were first off the beach and were never headed.
The confusion continued and the U23 women lined up and then without any consultation a PA
announcement advised us that the competition was being abandoned for the day. We were left to pack
up not knowing if or when competition would resume. We were however where we needed to be and
that was at the top of the points table.
Over the next 36 hours the confusion continued, as programs, timing and relay formats were proposed,
agreed, changed and rejected. The competition finally resumed, midmorning Sunday, when the Open
centralised in one area. In the intervening period, the crews contested their individual club competition
in the ASRL Open with mixed success and came together quickly to continue the Interstate. The steely
focus and calmness of Friday however was lost.
First up were the U23 Women and Steve vindicated the faith of the selectors with a win and 2-point lead
over NSW.
Next up were the 23 Men. Huegs and the boys were devastated to return to shore fifth, leaving us 2points in arears of NSW but with plenty of time to catch up.
The Reserve Grade Women went to sea for the first time in an Interstate competition and Arnie
celebrated his opportunity to wear maroon with a first. NSW were third and we were back on level
pegging.
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State Report - Queensland
Gary Williams
The Reserve Grade Men was a seesaw battle between the Qld, WA and NSW. Meggsy and the boys
gave it everything but unfortunately, it didn’t end well for us, NSW coming across the line first, WA
second and Qld third leaving us 2-points behind again.
In the Open Women, Swoop (Gary Williams) and the girls were gallant and gave it everything, but they
had been ‘up’ for so long, to be selected for Australia and win the Trans-Tasman, they could not hold on
forever and came in third. A NSW win saw them extend their lead by another two points.
The rout continued in the Open Men and when Lyle and Barbarians got back to the beach it was again
third.
Going into the relay we needed a miracle even with double points when we trailed by 5 points. The
relay, with 8 legs and never knowing where you are until the final leg, which must be the Open Men,
was an absolute spectacle. In a race, this long and this many times in and out of the break, there is
always going to be trouble somewhere along the line and for whatever reason we seemed to
experience more than our fair share and despite NSW being beside us, they were unhindered until that
final leg, when they broke their sweep oar on the way out. We were never going to catch them but the
possibility of a disqualification from a rollover on the way home gave us brief hope of that miracle.
Ultimately though, they were just too good and with a brilliant display of seamanship they got home
second behind WA with Qld third.
The final standings saw NSW first, Qld second and WA third.
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State Report – Victoria
Matt Culka
This season was a time for change. Although numbers racing in the State has remained relatively
constant over the past 4/5 years, change is needed to try to increase that number and halt the slow
decline in numbers over the past 20 years. Change is one of the most difficult tasks to achieve and this
season was very challenging for many. However, the VSRL committee were strong in the belief, that
doing the same thing and expecting a different result was a waste of time.
Subsequently the VSRL, along with LSV trialled some minor changes in response to numerous
requests from within the membership in an attempt to better cater to member needs and establish a
platform for growth.
Some of the changes;
•

•
•
•

In response to requests for more “stand alone boat carnivals” – We changed from 7 “full”
carnivals (with beach / craft etc). and trialled 4 “full” carnivals & 3 ‘Boat only’ carnivals.
o 3 VSRL carnivals remained separate to these and unchanged.
In response to requests for more Saturday events - Events were alternated Saturday / Sunday /
Saturday right throughout the season.
In response to requests for a more “regular” lay of carnivals – Events were scheduled “weekend
on / weekend off” working back from Aussie titles.
In response to a request not to have the majority of carnivals squashed into a 7 week period in
Jan and Feb and a request for more “pre-Christmas” carnivals – Carnivals were spread out,
with more “pre-Christmas” endurance type carnivals introduced.

As a result, we have had a number of responses, both positive and negative.
•
•

•

Saturday carnivals were not supported, particularly after the return of school in February.
Response was positive for a ‘weekend on / weekend off” type schedule. Many officials enjoyed
having time with family and getting away and many rowers found time for work / family and
patrol. However, there were also some who responded negatively and felt there was not
enough racing in the lead up to Aussies to support their later start to training.
Pre-Christmas and endurance events, although in their infancy in Victoria, and despite growing
in numbers each of the 3 years they have been conducted are still seen as unnecessary by
many. Subsequently, many of the crews that do not attend endurance events were unhappy
with the conduct of these events in general.

Some of the frustrations
Postponed carnival
Fairhaven Carnival in January was relocated due to shark sightings. Although the VSRL voted to
remain at Fairhaven, and evaluate the Shark situation the following morning (of the carnival), the LSV
Sport Executive voted to relocate to Cosey Corner, where there was no provision for Surfboats to race.
The “back up” option granted by the local authority was for the following weekend, which did not suit the
national surf boat calendar. This caused a major level of frustration amongst the VSRL committee and
members. However, in response to this the VSRL and LSV managed to secure an additional date and
location (at Lorne) and rescheduled this carnival 3 weeks later.
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Matt Culka
Victorian titles weekend
Feedback from members has been for Victorian titles to be conducted on one day and for the event not
to delay racing (particularly finals) to wait for other discipline events. Additionally, by racing on the
Sunday the only provision to conduct events was limited to that one day and if any delays, moves or
cancellation occurred, there was no back up option. A secondary request from members has been for
more “social events”. Subsequently, in order to achieve all these points, the committee elected to
conduct the carnival on the Saturday (as planned the previous year). This allowed a full day’s
competition, did not require “mixing in” with finals from other areas, allowed a backup day (as needed in
2015) and finally allowed for a social gathering and a day to travel home.
However, a concern was raised that some members wanted to race on Sunday only, wanted to mix in
with finals from other areas (to show case the sport) and allow for travel and river boat commitments on
the Saturday. Although racing on one day and mixing in with the finals of other areas is not feasible,
the option was put to all Clubs who raced in the season. While 3 Clubs did not respond with a vote,
100% of the remaining Clubs voted to remain on the Saturday. However, this still remains a major
concern from some corners.
The Australian Championships
Although not under VSRL scope of authority, the VSRL has worked closely with the ASRL and within
LSV to convey both the frustrations of the rowing community at the non-running of the event and some
possible solutions. The SLSA Australian Titles appear too big for the SLSA to manage. They, (SLSA)
appear unable to undertake the necessary discipline specific risk assessments needed and appear to
be unable or unwilling to facilitate the change needed. The VSRL are very supporting of the ASRL
suggested changes needed at an SLSA level, both for the Australian Championships and the general
changes needed at the SLSA level to remove barriers to our sport.

VSRL Open and State Team selection
Victorian Representative crews:
Open Men
Open Women
Reserve Male
Reserve Female
Under 23 Male
Under 23 Female
Under 19 Male
Under 19 Female

Lorne 31
Torquay Lightening
Mordialloc Ecoli
Woolamai Baby Hulks
Torquay Pirates
Fairhaven Mermaids
Mordialloc Panthers
Fairhaven Angles

Seaspray SLSC hosted the 2016 VSRL Open. The VSRL would like to thank the Seaspray SLSC for
supporting this event and turning on a spectacular weekend and displaying exceptional IRB skills to
maintain the course and keep a watchful eye on all competitors. Met with challenging conditions (SHR
23) Carnival Referee Peter Van Duren and the team of officials conducted an incredible event, that
ensured those who could, got to race, those who wanted to were given an opportunity and the safety of
all crews was maintained. The conduct of this event in these conditions is a shining example of how
crews can still be given the opportunity to race in challenging surf.
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In other areas
The VSRL replaced the trailer / officials donga, that had been stolen the previous year. The trailer,
designed by Scott Tannahill has returned the VSRL to a good level of independence and made the
running of Victorian Surf Boat events more flexible.
The VSRL Committee are moving to “incorporate” and this season saw a lot of back work and
preparation for this. In the coming months, the new committee will be well set up to finalise the
lodgement of applications and move the VSRL into a more secure and structured body.
In conclusion
In all the season was a challenging year. There are many strong and conflicting views within the State.
For the VSRL, Victorian rowing and all Clubs moving forward the key focus will need to be compromise
and accepting that change is needed. As a group, we cannot keep doing the same thing, running the
same events at the same locations and expect the sport to improve.
I commend the VSRL committee for trialling some changes and having the conviction to follow these
through. Some did not work and more change is needed. Some steps back and in some areas some
steps forwards.
Despite the challenges, I still see the season as having many positive outcomes.
•
•
•
•
•

Additional endurance events and increasing numbers attending
Earlier events and more crews racing prior to Christmas
The same 7 LSV events and 3 VSRL events were held
VSRL / LSV managed to schedule a replacement carnival when Sharks caused the
postponement of one.
More crews at State titles
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State Report – Tasmania
Mick Watkins
Pre-season anticipation indicated we were looking at an improvement in crew numbers for season 20162017 however this did not eventuate which was most was disappointing. Again, our senior crews were
well down on numbers. However, the exciting aspect was the improvement in underage crews. Great to
see Burnie and Carlton Park introduce U/19 crews to support Kingston Beach and Penguin.
ASRL Open – this season saw the introduction of 2 additional crew categories – Reserve Women and
U/23 women. We were able to send 5 crews to the event and from all accounts crews performed
creditably. Our State Teams;
Open Men – Burnie, Open Women – Burnie, Reserve Men – Carlton Park, Reserve Women – Carlton
Park, U/19 Male – Kingston Beach. Our support crews were U/23 Women – Nth Cronulla, U/23 Male –
Avoca and U/19 Female – Newport. I would like to extend our sincere appreciation to these clubs for
supporting us at the Open. Obviously, our aim should be to send a full team to this event.
Administration
This season saw a revamp of the committee. We elected 3 senior positions, President, Vice President
(Andrew Fogarty) and Communications Officer (Kate Watkins). In support, we also sought a member
from each club to sit as a panel and represent their club and bring to the committee any issues or actions
the members thought worthwhile. I’m not sure if this is the structure to continue with but in my mind, it
has potential. I wish to thank Andrew and Kate for your efforts and support throughout the season.
State Championships
As alluded to earlier we were well down on crew numbers this season which was most disappointing.
However, this did not detract from some exciting racing in all divisions. I congratulate the State
Championship crews for this season;
Open Men – Burnie Sultans, followed by Carlton Park Old Gold and Kingston Beach Carnivores.
Open Women – Carlton Park Mecca, followed by Burnie Grit and Burnie Vikings.
U/19’s – Kingston Beach Carnivores, followed by Penguin and Carlton Park.
I would also like to acknowledge the Burnie club who fielded 5 crews at the championships, this is a great
club effort.
Navy Series
This season we ran 3 Navy events, 2 in the South and 1 on the North West Coast. Again, some very
close and exciting racing in the 2 divisions. Eventual winners were;
Men’s Division – Burnie Sultans followed by Carlton Park Old Gold and Kingston Beach Carnivores
Women’s Division – Carlton Park Mecca, followed by Burnie Grit and Clifton Beach Krackens.
Acknowledgements
Officials – To Rod Solomon and his crew my sincere thanks for once again giving your time, without it we
do not have events, you are greatly appreciated. SLST, again thank you for your continued support and
guidance.
Sponsors – Navy
We are very fortunate to have Lieutenant Commander Bill Canna and Warrant Officer Jim Hart in our
midst in Tassie. Thank you for your support and we look forward to it continuing in season 2017-2018.
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State Report – South Australia
Natasha Tunney
You wouldn’t be mistaken if you thought this season was busy. Including our interstate events there
were in excess of 15 events over a 5-month period. Add in training and meetings and that makes for a
busy 5 months.
To my committee a huge thank you. Don “Bristles” Alexander, Aaron Tannahill, Kevin Marks and Matt
“Softie” Smith. Your time and effort is appreciated. The success of our youth this season is evidence
enough that we are on the right track.
The enthusiasm from all who attend our monthly meetings is what makes this sport. It is this group that
constantly drives to innovate and evolve our sport. There is a constant push to improve our knowledge
and skills and to take SA one step further forward each season.
I’m pleased to say our youth took more than a few steps forward this season. Interstate we are being
recognised for our strength and depth in both our male and female juniors.
I witnessed Glenelg U23 Women, Somerton and Henley U19 men win medals at Manly, in the ASRL
National Short Course Championship. These crews then went on to race at the ASRL Open in
Shellharbour finishing with remarkable results in strongly contested categories. They were joined by the
Somerton U23 men and the Pt. Elliot U19 Women.
These crews are the tip of the iceberg when it comes to our youth. Our youth development camp had
over 75 participants this year at Port Elliot. An epic day was put together by the Youth Development
team, led by Aaron Tannahill. Activities ranged from Ergo sessions, fitness testing, strength sessions
and nutrition. Crews also took to the water for video skills sessions and an impromptu wave day. At the
conclusion of this camp we selected 8 junior rowers to participate in the SLSSA High performance
program. Thanks goes to SLSSA and Flinders University for our inclusion in this program
Nathan Perry joined another youth training day held at Glenelg which was well attended again by many
of our members.
The challenge I see with our youth is to engage more junior men.
Our open crews didn’t disappoint with Henley Mackdog placing 3rd in the Reserve Men’s at Shellharbour
and Henley Amazons winning the first ever Reserve Women’s division at Shellharbour.
Our State Team this year was a pleasure to work with. The whole team supported each other and
worked together all weekend. We finished 4th overall, only narrowly missing out on third place. There
were some great efforts in the individual races as well.
A mixture of master rowers, joined together from Henley and competed in the Aussies at Tugun, with
medals in 2 of the women’s divisions. Somerton and Grange merged to compete at the Worlds, winning
a gold in the 220 men. A Bronze was also won at Worlds in the Mixed Reserve Grade.
This season, saw a return to twilight carnivals. It’s been a long time since we’ve had them and from the
positive feedback received from both rowers and spectators they are here to stay for another season.
The conclusion of our local season at Moana State titles saw Don “Bristles” Alexander and John “Devo”
Devitt stepping down from their roles they have held for so long. Thank you for your contribution boys,
your service has been outstanding.
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All is not quite in the “off “season. Bristles, Aaron and I attended an ASRL forum in May to plan for the
upcoming season on a national front.
As our local committee is working hard to plan the next youth development camp and carnival calendar
some of our rowers are taking up the opportunity to have some technique sessions at West Lakes, with
the Torrens Rowing club. These sessions have been attended by more than 40 rowers and have
highlighted some crucial points that they can take back to the surf boat to work on.
To our Youth Development co-ordinator Aaron Tannahill, who is stepping down from the role this
season, what a fantastic job you have done for the youth and the ASRLSA. You work tirelessly and
have a passion for the sport that is unrivalled. Our future in regards to youth development is in a much
better place thanks to your effort.
My thanks also go out to the Navy who provided the support and funds to send our junior crews
interstate and allow us to put on such spectacular events. Dave Dawes and Troy Pudney have become
part of the furniture at our local carnivals and we all look forward to Troy’s photos that are taken at our
events.
Our local supporters this season include Coopers, City Discount Tyres, Sports Chiropractic Australia,
Endeavour College of Natural Health. Thanks to Dick Olesinski for his work on procuring support for the
ASRL SA.
So, in summary at the end of my first year as president, Wow! What a great team we have. I look
forward to working with you all next season.
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State Report - Western Australia
Geoff Wilson
Surf Boat rowing season 2016-17 got off to a quiet start with low entries, numbers picked up once the
ASRL state series of 4 carnivals began, with state representation being a big incentive to participate.
Competition was fairly close in most divisions for selection, but ultimately a strong state team emerged
and performed extremely well at ASRL Open 2017 at Shellharbour, taking 3 rd place overall and winning
the interstate relay.
North Cottesloe sent a large number of crews, represented in all divisions and City of Perth sent 3
crews to ASRL Open 2017 at Shellharbour, to what was a great event even though storms etc made
the programme a real challenge for the ASRL committee and event organisers.
Most crews progressed through to the Sunday, with a couple making it into their finals, but medals were
hard to get, in a very exciting day of racing.
Our numbers at state titles were down, but the competition was good, with worthy winners in small
waves but fair conditions at Trigg beach in early March.
North Cottesloe dominated the states taking 5 titles with City of Perth 2 and Scarborough 1.
Overall North Cottesloe continue to lead the way in WA but some encouraging signs are emerging from
most other clubs and the surf boat panel has been revitalised and very active, in planning to increase
participation through getting sweeps through accreditation and working on the social side that
accompanies surf boat rowing; two things which have lapsed over recent years.
We will continue to work to increase participation with strategies learnt from ASRLs continued
assessment of trends and solutions to any downward trends emerging.
The positive work of the ASRL committee in all areas of surf boat rowing cannot be underestimated and
WA surf boat rowers appreciate this support.
Looking forward to a very productive season in 2017-18.
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2016 Hall of Fame and Life Member Inductee-Richard Brierty

Richard Brierty has had an outstanding impact on surf life-saving since first joining the association
in1968 as a nipper at North Narrabeen SLSC. He moved to the Central Coast and Avoca Beach in
1982.
He was a successful open surf ski paddler for eleven seasons, however his strength as a boat coach
and sweep came to the fore when he turned his attention to surf boats in 2001, as evidenced by his
competition records, including the holder of eight Aussie Open Gold Medals.
His crews have been selected to represent the Central Coast Branch, New South Wales and Australia.
Richard was selected as team Captain on many occasions, a testament to his leadership abilities.
Richard’s family have also been involved in the journey with his wife Sharon and son Duke sharing in
his many of his achievements.
His coaching skills have not just been in boats as, in recent years, he has dedicated himself to also
coaching the Avoca Beach Club's youth in board and ski with outstanding results at State and National
events also with influence on our three successful 2016 Rio Olympic Games kayak paddlers.
He has been awarded the Surf Life Saving Central Coast "Coach of the Year" on three separate
occasions
His surf boat coaching skills and assistance have been an inspiration to many other highly successful
Avoca Beach crews and sweeps. The records of these crews will indicate many State and Australian
titles won thanks to his mentoring and training programs. In addition, other Clubs from the Central
Coast, have sought his help over the years and gained from his input.
He has been a regular attendee of ASRL meetings over the years with input into some of the ASRL
positive decisions to promote the sport. His involvement with many Avoca Beach Club Management
positions with distinction, culminated in his being awarded Life Membership of Avoca Beach SLSC in
2011.
SLSA Surf Boat Championship Medals
8 Gold, 4 Silver, 3 Bronze
NSW Surf Boat Championship Medals
7 Gold, 6 Silver, 3 Bronze
Branch Surf Boat Championship Medals
21 Gold, 4 Silver, 1 Bronze
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ASRL National Rankings
This initiative was commenced by our Vice President Russell Lamb and first awarded at the 2017 ASRL
Open. Russel had planned on presenting the end of year ranking at the Aussies but with the
cancellation of that event it couldn’t happen.
The leading crews at the Open were Bulli Gelcon in the Open Male Division and the Palm Beach
Patriots in the Open Female Division seen here at the presentation of their lycra singlets with Chief of
Navy, Vice Admiral Tim Barrett.

The Rules are;
Crews 3 best results over the past 12 months are combined for current ranking points. Events points
drop off when run the next year. All crews have the potential for 6 scoring events – 2 national full field
events with 5,000 points to the winner (Aussies/ASRL Open), 2 national limited field events with 4,000
points to the winner (OT series/NTSE) and State Series and Championships with points based on
strength of field.
Points from the previous season are discounted by 30% to recognise current form. All crews knocked
out in the same round get the same score e.g. a cut from 24 to 16 at Aussies, all crews get 17th equal
or 1,250 points. Events are allocated points based on the strength and size of field, any restrictions on
entry, and event status. The current rankings leader will be presented with the Rankings Leader Vests
from the ASRL Open until the end of season. The end of year rankings leaders will be presented with
Crew of the Year trophies after Aussies.
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ASRL-Navy Open Results 2017
1st

Division

2nd

3rd

Open Male

Avoca Beach Z Crew

Currumbin Barbarians

Northcliffe Thunder

Open Female

Elouera Wilko

South Curl Curl Straw Hat
Pirates

Lorne Edge

Reserves Male

Elouera Wilko

Palm Beach Pork Ribs

Henley Mackdogs

Reserve Female

Henley Amazons

Dicky Beach Double
Takes

Wollongong City Wildfire

U23 Male

Palm Beach
Paperclips

North Cronulla Purds

Mona Vale Rude Dudes

U23 Female

North Cronulla Micks
Juggernaults

Maroochydore Force

Newport Pistol Shrimp

U19 Male

North Cronulla Purds

South Curl Curl The Lamp

North Cronulla Funky

U19 Female

Dicky Beach Tooshies

North Cronulla Funky

Bilgola Burritos

ASRL/SLSA Interstate Surf Boats 2017
Division

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

6th

Open Male

WA

NSW

Qld

Vic

SA

Tas

Open Female

NSW

WA

Qld

SA

Vic

Tas

Reserve Male

NSW

WA

Qld

Tas

SA

Vic

Reserves
Female

Qld

SA

NSW

WA

Tas

Vic

U23 Male

NSW

WA

Tas

SA

Qld

Vic

U23 Female

Qld

Tas

NSW

SA

WA

Vic

U19 Male

Qld

NSW

SA

WA

Vic

Tas

U19 Female

Vic

NSW

Qld

SA

Tas

WA

Relay

WA

NSW

Qld

Vic

Tas

SA

State

NSW

Qld

WA

SA

Vic

Tas

91

84

82

67

63

63

Total Points
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SLSA Championship Results 2017

SLSA Championship Open Divisions 2017
The event was to be held at Tugun SLSC, however due to extreme weather conditions on the Coast it
was cancelled by SLSA on advice of the SLSA Carnival Safety Committee

SLSA Championship Masters Divisions 2017
120 Female

Henley

Queenscliff

Mooloolaba

140 Male

South Maroubra

Narooma

Elouera

140 Female

Tweed Heads Coolangatta

Henley

160 Male

Mairangi Bay-North Cronulla

Manly

Bronte

160 Female

Manly

Mermaid Beach

Batemans Bay

180 Male

North Cronulla

Avalon Beach

Bilgola

180 Female

Terrigal

Swansea Belmont

Avalon Beach

200 Male

North Cronulla

Windang

Evans Head Casino

200 Female

Warriewood

Terrigal

220 Male

Macksville Scotts Head

South Curl Curl

Maroochydore

220 Female

Cape Hawke

240 Male

Mooloolaba

Fairhaven

Kempsey-Crescent Head

260Male

Mollymook

Long Reef

Tugun

SLS 2017 State Championship Crew Numbers
State

NSW

SA

QLD

VIC

WA

TAS

Total

OM
OF
RM
RF
U23M
U23F
U19M
U19F
Total

23
20
48
26
18
18
32
12
197

7
6
18
11
6
8
5
6
67

9
6
19
9
4
3
6
7
63

7
8
16
10
2
3
2
4
52

4
3
8
12
4
3
4
3
34

4
3

54
46
109
68
34
35
52
33
424
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3
1
11

Honour Roll

Year

President

Secretary

Treasurer

Vice Presidents

1993-94

Ron Payne

Greg Davies

Matt Clymer

Stephen Blewett, Graeme Knox,
Laurie Murphy

1994-95

Ron Payne

Greg Davies

Matt Clymer

Stephen Blewett, Graeme Knox,
Laurie Murphy

1995-96

Ron Kelly

Greg Davies

Cliff Gerathy

Stephen Blewett, Peter Hickey,
Graeme Knox, Laurie Murphy

1996-97

Peter Grant

Greg Davies

Carol McManus

Stephen Blewett, Peter Hickey,
Graeme Knox, Steve Reilly

1997-98

Peter Grant

Greg Davies

Rick Millar

Stephen Blewett, Peter Hickey,
Ross Jorgensen, Rick Millar, Ken
Murray, Steve Reilly

Rick Millar

Stephen Blewett, Peter Hickey
Kim Marsh, Rick Millar, Steve
Reilly, Bob Stone

Rick Millar

Stephen Blewett, John Ellingsen
Peter Hickey, Ross Jorgensen,
Charles Melloy, Rick Millar, Ken
Murray, Steve Reilly, Bob Stone,

1998-99

1999-00

Peter Grant

Peter Grant

Greg Davies

Greg Davies

2000-01

Peter Grant

Greg Davies

Rick Millar

Stephen Blewett, John Ellingsen,
Charles Melloy, Rick Millar, Steve
Reilly, Bob Stone

2001-02

Rick Millar

Greg Davies

Rick Millar

Stephen Blewett, Don Cotterill,
John Ellingsen, Alan Gibbons,
Charles Melloy, Steve Swane

2002-03

Rick Millar

Greg Davies

Rick Millar

Stephen Blewett, Don Cotterill,
John Ellingsen, Amanda Gehring,
Alan Gibbons, Steve Swane

2003-04

Rick Millar

Greg Davies

Rick Millar

Stephen Blewett, Don Cotterill,
Alan Gibbons, Andrew Goss,
Charles Melloy, Steve Swane

2004-05

Rick Millar

Greg Davies

Rick Millar

Stephen Blewett, Andrew Goss,
Graeme Knox, Charles Melloy,
Richard Olesinski, Steve Swane

Rick Millar

Andrew Goss, Graeme Knox,
Robert McKay-Gray, Charles
Melloy, Richard Olesinski, Frank
Veltman

2005-06

Bob Stone

Greg Davies
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Honour Roll

Year

President

Secretary

Treasurer

Vice Presidents

2006-07

Bert Hunt

Greg Davies

Mark Hazell

Stephen Blewett, Don Cotterill,
Andrew Goss, Graeme Knox,
Charles Melloy, Richard Olesinski

2007-08

Bert Hunt

Greg Davies

Mark Hazell

Stephen Blewett, Don Cotterill,
Geoff Mathews, Tim Nesbitt,
Richard Olesinski, John Wright

Mark Hazell

Stephen Blewett, Don Cotterill,
Rick Estriech, Kim Marsh / Simon
Paterson, Richard Olesinski, John
Wright

Charlton Honig

Tony Benfield / Michael King,
Stephen Blewett, Don Cotterill,
Richard Olesinski, Simon
Paterson, John Wright

2008-09

2009-10

Bert Hunt

Roz Bates

Bert Hunt

Alan Gibbons /
Tony Benfield

2010-11

Bert Hunt

Anna Simmons

Charlton Honig /
Don Alexander

Don Alexander / Linda Hawkins
Stephen Blewett, Don Cotterill,
Michael King, Frank Veltman,
John Wright

2011-12

Bert Hunt

Patricia
McDermott

Don Alexander

Stephen Blewett, Don Cotterill,
Philippa Lowe, Michael King,
Scott Tannahill, John Wright

Bert Hunt

Patricia
McDermott /
Rod Costa

Don Alexander

Stephen Blewett, Don Cotterill,
Michael King, Rick Millar, Scott
Tannahill, John Wright / James
McLaughlin

Don Alexander

Stephen Blewett, Don Cotterill,
Mick Lang, Geoff Matthews,
James McLaughlin, Grant
Wilkinson

Don Alexander

Don Cotterill, Mick Lang, Geoff
Matthews, James McLaughlin /
Mark Irwin, Nathan Perry, Grant
Wilkinson

Don Alexander

Don Cotterill, Mick Lang, Geoff
Matthews/Hamish McMillan, Tim
McFarlane, Nathan Perry, Grant
Wilkinson

2012-13

2013-14

2014-15

2015-16

Bert Hunt

Bert Hunt

Bert Hunt

Rod Costa

Rod Costa

Alexandra Hill
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Year

President

Secretary

Treasurer

Vice Presidents
Don Cotterill. Grant Wilkinson,

2016-17

Bert Hunt

Alexandra
Hill/Natasha
Tunney

Don Alexander
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Tim McFarlane/Geoff Wilson,
Suzie MacKinder/Jay Parkin,
Nathan Perry/Damien
O’Shannassy, Russell
Lamb/Resigned 23 June 2017

ASRL Hall of Fame and Life Members

Hall of Fame
1996

Keith Hurst*

1997

Chris Branson*, Bill Clymer*, Ron Davidson, Keith Hodgson, Ross Jorgensen, Kim
Marsh, Bob Miles*, Ken Murray, Roger Ninham*, Ron Payne, Kevin Richardson, Robert
Walsh

1998

Nick Dixon*, Mike Ellercamp, Russ Jones, Alexander Norton

1999

George Challis*, Robert Fulton, Kevin Myers*, Stephen Swane, Peter Williams

2001

Peter Grant, Don McManus

2004

Wayne Thompson

2006

Don Ellercamp, Peter Mackie, Warren Molloy

2007

Mel Macpherson, Dennis Pattison

2009

Howard Christie, Brian Mason*, Rick Millar

2010

Bob Luce

2011

Tony Haven

2012

Jack Alliss, Stephen Blewett

2013

Robert Burgess

2015

Sheryl Beaumont

2016

Natalie Gartner, Norman Pounder

2017

Richard Brierty

2016-17 Hall of Fame Committee Members

Chairperson, Kym Marsh, Bert Hunt, Rick Millar and Steve Swayne
Life Members
2006

Bill Barnett*

2007

Greg Davies, Graeme Knox

2011

Stephen Blewett

2012

Rick Millar

2016

Alan Griffiths

page 36

Annexure “A”
Auditor’s Report

page 37

